
 
 

An undated photograph produced by the firm of Woolfall & Eccles (later T M Alexander & Son), 
architects of the Midland Bank, 119, Station Rd. Cark in Cartmel1 

 
 

Banking in Cark-in Cartmel 
 
In today's high street the bank is becoming a rarity and 2017 will see the closure of another 
branching the Cartmel Peninsula;  the National Westminster Bank in Main Street, Grange over 
Sands.2The banks are leaving the small market town high street but in the late nineteenth and for 
the first half of the twentieth century they were part of the local landscape in not only market towns, 
but even villages and hamlets such as Cark in Cartmel. 
Until 1826, banks were essentially private merchant banks but the Bank Act of 1826 permitted joint 
stock banks of issue with unlimited liability to be established. The Lancaster Banking Co. was one 
such bank which was set up in 1826 and existed until 1907 when it was taken over.  
 
For over seventy years, the hamlet of Cark in Cartmel, Cumbria had three banks ; the Lancaster 
Banking Co. which according to the Bulmer's Directory of 19113 was located at Bank House, 
Station Rd. and opened initially on Fridays ; the York City and County Banking Co. which became 
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2 The Westmorland Gazette, Thursday, March 31st. 2017 
3 Bulmer's Directory of 1911.  



the London and Joint Stock Bank Ltd.  was also located at 119 Station Rd. ; and the Bank of 
Liverpool and Martin's Ltd. which was located opposite at 114 Station Rd. All three banks were 
characterised by the fact that the banking premises occupied only one room of the building that 
they occupied and in addition were staffed by one member of staff , which in the case of the 
Midland and Martin's banks was the bank manager from either the Ulverston or Grange  branch. 
The rest of the building had tenants who in some cases acted as caretakers for the bank. In the 
case of the District Bank, the building with a date stone of 1893 is substantial and could have been 
built for non residential purposes but the other two banks :  Martin's and the Midland were in either 
a semi detached house or cottage further along Station Rd. In the case of Martin's bank, it was 
owned by the bank with caretakers living on the premises. When the bank closed in 1968, the 
caretakers had the opportunity to buy the house. 
 
The Cark in Cartmel branch of the Lancaster Banking Co. was opened in 1897, and it was 
operating as a sub branch to Ulverston. Crowds of awaiting customers would form outside as only 
one person at a time would enter the bank. The bank was taken over by the Manchester and 
Liverpool District Banking Co. in 1907. In the Grange and District Red book of 1953/4,4 it is noted 
that Mr. J P Capel lived at District Bank House, Cark in Cartmel with a telephone of Flookburgh 
292. He was the manager of the Grange over Sands District Bank. In 1968, the Westminster Bank, 
the National Provincial and National Provincial's subsidiary the District Bank announced their 
intention to merge. In 1970, on January 1st they began to trade as National Westminster and it 
became a dependent sub branch to Grange over Sands. However, it closed on June 3rd, 1970. 
 
 The Bank at 119 Station Rd was first opened for business in 1902 by the York City and County 
Banking Company (YCCB). Ownership of the branch changed when the YCCB was acquired by 
the London Joint Stock Bank in January 1909. The annual reports indicate that it was a sub-branch 
to Ulverston and was managed by M. W. Fell. In the minutes of the board for 19 March 1903, there 
is a reference to Matthew William Fell, who resigned from the bank due to failing health. The Bank 
granted him a retiring allowance of £100 p. a. and it stated that the bank would continue to pay half 
of his staff assurance premium. On 26 March 1903, there is a reference to his successor, George 
Dobson who was appointed manager at Ulverston with an annual salary of £200 p. a.  with 
residence.5 The London and Joint Stock Bank Ltd (LJSB) according to Bulmer's of 1911 was open 
on Fridays from 10-1.30pm. The  LJSB was amalgamated into Midland Bank from 31 December 
1917, and the branch would become part of the Midland network. From the branch directories, the 
Cark-in-Cartmel  branch closed on the 29th. of  June 1971. 
 
 
The remaining bank also located in Station Rd at 114 and almost opposite the London and Joint  
Stock Bank was the Bank of Liverpool and Martin's Ltd. which opened in Cark in 1920. On the 3rd 
of January, 1928 it became Martin's Bank through an amalgamation of Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Bank Ltd. and was a sub branch to Grange over Sands.  
Part of the amalgamations which resulted in the formation of Martin's bank in 1928 was the Cattle 
Trading Bank. The bank from the 1950's onwards was open on Tuesday's ; the same day as the  
cattle auction that was held in the village with the Furness Building Society using the premises on  
Monday's.  
According to the online archive history of Martin's bank, it shared the same bank manager : Mr J 
Thornton with the Grange branch. With the onset of WW 2 it closed on 25th of July and reopened 
in 1946 and eventually closed in 1968.  
 
In order to understand how a small hamlet, such as Cark in Cartmel, should have had three sub 
branches, one has to examine the location of the banks. From the late nineteenth century, there 
was an auction mart operating at the Cark and Cartmel railway station which later moved  into the 
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centre of the village where the children's playground is today next to what was Waller's  
convenience shop; the Cabin. Special livestock auctions were also held in the field opposite the 
railway entrance and next to the Methodist chapel.  Bulmer's of 1911 indicates that the first two 
banks were open on Friday's either all day or just for the morning. However, it appears that the 
banks changed their opening day to coincide with the cattle auction day which became Tuesday's.  
With the influx of farmers primarily for the cattle auctions, can we deduce that farmer's  were the 
primary clients of the three banks and the limited opening hours were to facilitate the exchange of 
money on auction day and to pay the workers their weekly wage packets.  When the auction 
market closed, the banks did not survive much longer. Martin's own website states that its Cark 
sub branch did not have a night safe. But the Nat West is reported to have had a safe in the 
basement.  
 

 
The Cark banks appeared in an era when cash was the preferred method of payment for wages 
and purchases done in a rural context. Even with their limited opening times they were not able to 
survive much beyond the late sixties and early seventies when banking itself went through a  
national reorganisation and the emergence of the' big five'  were to dominate the the high street for 
another forty years. With changes to shopping practices and online banking, the high street banks 
are retreating to the large towns leaving the smaller ones like Grange in the same position as Cark 
in Cartmel was in the seventies: without a bank.  
 
Rose Clark 


