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Introduction 
Priory Terrace was built in 1863 on land owned by James Simpson Young of Abbot Hall.  In 
the 150 years since then the world has changed almost beyond recognition but this property 
remains, not unchanged, but in all essentials quite recognisably the one he built.  It still 
represents the ideal residence for the four families living there.  We are all extremely proud 
of it, and sincerely hope it will last at least another 150 years.  

----------------------o-------------------- 

Priory Terrace has always had three front doors, and was almost certainly three separate 
dwellings from the beginning.  However, the carriage drive was common for all three 
properties. This entered at a single gate on what is now called Greaves Wood Road, which 
was a bridleway down the hill from Allithwaite Road to meet Kirkhead Road. 

Over time the divisions of the property may have been changed.  Certainly the naming of 
each house has.   

By 1900 the whole became ‘The Priory’, then in the 1930’s No.1 was recreated to 
become ‘Hurrock Wood’ and No.3 ‘Morven’. 

Even more recently ‘Morven’ is now named ‘Priory House’ and ‘Hurrock Wood’ is 
split into ‘No.1 Hurrock Wood’ and ‘No.2 Hurrock Wood’.  Now there are four 
front doors! 

In this book I shall use the original names (1, 2 & 3 Priory Terrace): 1 being to the west, 2 
the centre section and 3 facing what is now Priory Lane. 

----------------------o-------------------- 

Today the property is surrounded by tall trees, and has assumed an arboreal nature.  Look at 
the picture below to see that when the property was new, it was open to the sea, and had 
uninterrupted views across Morecambe bay.  

An old print from AM Wakefield’s Book “Cartmel Priory and Sketches of North Lonsdale” 
1909  
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A Short History of Kents Bank 
Compiled by, and with thanks to, Pat Rowland, Cartmel Peninsula Local History Society and Gillian 
Hulbert. 

Kents Bank lies to the west of Grange over Sands and until the middle of the 19th century it 
comprised a few buildings on the shore where the cross bay route to Lancaster made landfall. 
Principal of these were Abbot Hall and a lodging house known as Kents Bank Hotel.  These 
stood on opposite sides of the road at the base of the hill now known as Kirkhead Road.  
One can imagine that before the railway came in 1857, this place saw activity just once per 
day when a coach passed through. 

Part way up the hill on Kirkhead Road was Laneside Farm. Further along the coast, towards 
Grange, Guides Farm sat on the shore at the bottom of the road now known as Carter Road. 
Seawood House was above Guide Farm at the top of the steep hill with access from Carter 
Road. These two roads climbed northwards up the hill to join the main road linking Grange 
with Flookburgh.   Kentsford Road did not exist at that time. The land between Kirkhead 
Road, Carter Road and Allithwaite Road was farmland.  

Until 1858 landowner Mary Winfield Lambert of Boarbank owned all the land and buildings 
around Kirkhead Road including Laneside Farm. On her death the estate was sold by auction 
to ‘capitalists from Manchester, Bury and Whitehaven’ (Westmorland Gazette Aug 28 
1858).  At the auction Mr Tulk of Whitehaven purchased Abbot Hall and 10 acres of land 
(£1510) and Kirkhead (£1310) with 54 acres of land and James Simpson Young of Salford 
purchased Laneside Farm (£5000) with 69 acres of agricultural land and Kents Bank Hotel 
(£1140) with 5 acres of land.  

 
In 1844 Simpson Rostron & Co. calico printers was a partnership consisting of Thomas 
Simpson, Lawrence Rostron, James Simpson Young, and William Gregory Langdon.  James 
Simpson Young also joined Thomas Simpson in the Broadfield Colliery Co., in 
Oswaldtwistle one of the biggest employers in the district.  In 1851 he is described as a calico 
printer/coal miner employing 1000, James was a very wealthy man. 

Having bought Laneside Farm the Young family moved to Kents Bank.   Within a short 
period James had bought out Mr. Tulk and so became the owner of Abbot Hall and all the 
surrounding agricultural land and buildings.    In the 1861 census James and Alice were living 
at the Hall, he describes himself as a landowner and they have 5 servants.  James died at 
Abbot Hall, Kents Bank in 1879 and was buried at Cartmel.   
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During the twenty years he spent at Kents Bank, James Simpson Young was almost solely 
responsible for its development as a village.   His buildings included redeveloping the old 
lodging house into Kents Bank House; at some point Miss Metcalfe’s school for young 
ladies.   He also built Priory Terrace in 1863, Kentsford House 1870, Kents Bank Hotel 
1876, Lyndock Villas, Kentsford Terrace and Monklands Villa where his widow was living 
when she died in 1899.  The private carriage road linking Kentsford House with Kirkhead 
Road and Carter Road eventually became Kentsford Road. 

In his will all his property in Cartmel, Silverdale and Arnside was to be sold, but the family 
remained in the district, Alice and seven of her children were living in Lyndock Villas in 1881 
and Alice with Mary, Jessie and Frank were living at Monklands in 1891.   In 1911 Mary and 
Jessie were at The Cottage, Kents Bank.    

 
A view of Kents Bank circa 1913  

left to right: foreground: Priory Terrace, Monklands, a house at Priory Lane corner, cottages 
and Kents Bank House, on the shore: Kentsford Terrace, Lyndock Villas, Kents Bank Hotel. 

 

For many years Kents Bank remained a very small place, a few cottages and a thin spread of 
upper middle class villas overlooking Morecambe Bay.  The bigger properties, Abbot Hall 
and Kents Bank House became hotels providing weekly breaks for Christian groups from 
the northern cities.  Some infill took place in the first part of the new century, but it was not 
until the 1940’s that significant additional developments were thought of.  In 1948 a 
developer, Arthur Rhodes-Boyson, sought way-leave for a drain down Back Lane (now 
Priory Lane).  It was some years before work started, but as we now see, through the 60’s 
and 70’s all the fields in the picture above were filled with bungalows.  
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Ownership Timeline 
Date	   No.1	  Priory	  Terrace	   No.2	  Priory	  Terrace	   No.3	  Priory	  Terrace	   Date	  

1863	  -‐	  7	   James	  Simpson	  Young	  of	  Abbot	  Hall	   1863	  -‐	  7	  

1867	  -‐	  ?	   William	  Sumner	  (Mortgagee?)	   1867	  -‐	  ?	  

?	  -‐	  ?	   John	  Barlow	  Mason,	  Henry	  William	  Parker	  (Mortgagees?)	   ?	  -‐	  ?	  

?	  -‐	  1881	   Alice	  Young	  (widow	  of	  J	  S	  Young),	  William	  Sandeman,	  James	  Rostrom	  Riley	   ?	  -‐	  1881	  

1881	  -‐	  90	  
Malcolm	  Ovans	  Sim,	  Arthur	  Severn,	  Revd.	  Edward	  Douglas	  Prothero	  	   1881	  -‐	  89	  

	  
Mrs.	  Anne	  Longrigg	   1889	  -‐	  ?	  

1890	  -‐	  98	   Robert	  Stephen	  Oliver	  Bramwell	   	  

1898	  -‐	  33	   Miss	  Jessie	  Mill,	  then	  from	  1930	  Miss	  Emily	  Mill	  
“Priory”	  

Leonard	  Parker	  Chapman	  
“Morven”	   ?	  -‐	  1909	  

Miss	  Emily	  Mill	   1909	  -‐	  33	  

1933	  -‐	  35	   M	  Blakemore	  Ltd.	  

Margaret	  Ellen	  Best	  and	  
Margaret	  Maxwell	  Guthrie	   1933	  -‐	  54	  1935	  -‐	  49	   James	  Hely	  Hutchinson	  

“Hurrock	  Wood”	  

Marjorie	  Blakemore	  
(Mrs.	  Waller	  Eden-‐Smith)	  

	  (from	  1946,	  Mrs	  R	  J	  Mascord)	  
	  

“The	  Priory”	  
	  1949	  –	  58	   Edgar	  John	  Woodman	  

Reginald	  John	  Mascord	  	   1954	  -‐	  55	  

1958	  –	  63	  
John	  Wilfred	  Pease	  

with	  boundary	  changes	  	  
from	  1955	  

“P
rio

ry
	  L
od

ge
”	  

Henry	  Norman	  &	  Mary	  
Kay	   1955	  -‐	  71	  1963	  -‐	  67	  

William	  C	  Robertson	  	  
then	  	  

Madeline	  Robertson	  

1967	  -‐	  70	   Jack	  Ratcliffe	  

1970	  -‐	  81	  
“No.	  1”	  
Margaret	  
Stuart	  

“No.	  2”	  

	  

	  

William	  John	  
&	  Mary	  Best	  

Malcolm	  S	  &	  
Stephanie	  F	  
Leadbetter	  

1971	  -‐	  76	  

Ian	  Robert	  &	  Susan	  
Pippa	  Bonner	   1976	  -‐	  92	  1981	  -‐	  83	   Yvonne	  Baber	  

1983	  -‐	  98	   John	  &	  Mary	  
Rowley	   “Priory	  House”	  

	  
	  

Sam	  &	  Maggie	  
Spodofora	  

	  
	  

1992	  -‐	  on	  
1998	  -‐	  02	  

Donald	  &	  Jane	  
Frazer	  2002	  -‐	  12	  

Geoff	  &	  Pat	  
Critchley	  

2012	  -‐	  on	   Stephen	  &	  
Wendy	  Fuery	  
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Occupiers at Census and other dates 
Date	   No.1	  Priory	  Terrace	   No.2	  Priory	  Terrace	   No.3	  Priory	  Terrace	  

1871	  
Census	  

Margaret	  &	  Isabella	  Robinson	  
Lodging	  house	  keepers.	  

William	  Seay	  	  -‐	  Joiner	  
Charlotte	  Seay	  	  -‐	  Housekeeper	  

Isabella	  Coward	  -‐	  Cook	  
Mary	  Casson	  -‐	  Housekeeper	  

Mary	  Kelly	  -‐	  Housemaid	  

John	  &	  Agnes	  Boshetti	  
Daughters;	  Catherine,	  Laura,	  Ida,	  	  

son-‐in-‐law	  Leadley	  Brown,	  	  
Cotton	  Broker	  &	  Fanny	  his	  wife.	  

1881	  
Census	  

Robert	  Stephen	  Oliver	  Bramwell	  
wife	  Jane	  Bramwell	  

Sarah	  Chesman,	  mother-‐in-‐law	  
William	  Seay	  -‐	  Joiner	  

Charlotte	  Seay	  -‐	  Housekeeper	  
	  

Unoccupied	  

Jane	  Needham	  -‐	  General	  Servant	  

1889	  
Deed	   Robert	  Stephen	  Oliver	  Bramwell	   Anne	  Longrigg	   Jessie	  Mill	  

1891	  
Census	  

Robert	  Stephen	  Oliver	  Bramwell	  
wife	  Jane,	  children	  Hugh	  &	  Edith	  
Sarah	  Chesman,	  mother-‐in-‐law	   Unoccupied	   Unoccupied	  

Elizabeth	  Widding	  -‐	  Cook	  
Jane	  Fisher	  -‐	  Housemaid	  

1901	  
Census	  

Ellen	  Gibbons	  –	  on	  own	  means	  
Daughter	  Joyce	  

Unoccupied	   Not	  found	  
Ellen	  Davies	  –	  Cook	  

Elizabeth	  Gee	  -‐	  Housemaid	  
1909	  

Red	  book	   Misses	  Mill	  (Jessie	  &	  Emily)	   Leonard	  Chapman	  J.P.	  

1911	  
Census	   Not	  found	  

Miss	  Emily	  Mill	  

Harriet	  Hutton	  -‐	  Servant	  
Margaret	  Haddart	  -‐	  Servant	  

1916	  
Red	  book	   Misses	  Mill	  (Jessie	  &	  Emily)	   William	  Dalgleish	  

1928	  	  
Red	  book	   Misses	  Mill	  (Jessie	  &	  Emily)	   Miss	  Ashby	  

1931	  	  
Red	  book	   Miss	  Emily	  Mill	   Miss	  Ashby	  

1938	  	  
Red	  book	   J	  H	  Hutchinson	  (Tel	  232)	   Not	  recorded	   Miss’s	  Best	  &	  Guthrie	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

(Tel	  199)	  
1941	  	  

Red	  book	   J	  H	  Hutchinson	  (Tel	  232)	   Waller	  Eden-‐Smith	   Miss’s	  Best	  &	  Guthrie	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(Tel	  199)	  

1948	  	  
Red	  book	   J	  H	  Hutchinson	  (Tel	  232)	   R.G.Mascord	  (Tel	  315)	   Miss’s	  Best	  &	  Guthrie	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

(Tel	  199)	  
1952	  	  

Red	  book	   E.	  J.	  Woodman	  (Tel	  232)	   R.G.Mascord	  (Tel	  315)	   Miss	  Guthrie	  (Tel	  199)	  

1957	  	  
Red	  book	   E.	  J.	  Woodman	  (Tel	  2832)	   R.G.Mascord	  (Tel	  3015)	   H.N.	  Kay	  (Tel	  2056)	  
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Alterations to Priory Terrace down the years 
1862 – 1900 
Priory Terrace was built in a symetrical form with a centre sction with two wings and a yard 
between them.  The yard contained two privy’s and an ash pit.  The privy’s were piped to a 
cess pool to the south east some distance from the house.  This 1898 plan shows three 
similar entrance porches, perhaps a bay window at the side of No.1’s entrance, and no other 
extensions.    The drive enters from Greaves Wood Road bending around the front to a 
turning circle in front of entrance 3.  It is likely that each of the three units had four rooms 
on each of the ground and first floors, with one or more small rooms in the eaves.   

1898 Plan 

This is the form that the house took during the first 40 years, until the end of the 19th 
century.  Throughout the period the house was owned by various investors, and let on a term 
basis to tennants. 

No.1 was firstly a Lodging House run by a Margaret Robinson, there were ten people 
resident on census night 1871.  After this No.1 was occupied by Robert Bramwell and his 
family for about twenty years. 

No.3 will have had similar occupants but they were absent at census time and so we only 
know that this family had a cook and a housekeeper in 1871. 

For over 10 years the centre section No.2 was occupied by William and Charlotte Seay.  He 
was a joiner and she a housekeeper.  There is no record of any children in their family and 
No.2 seems rather grand for such a couple.  The explanation may be that they were 
employed to maintain the property, and the very extensive grounds at that time, on behalf of 
the owners and tenants, with possibly a role at Abbot Hall nearby also. 

In 1892 the stables, with a coachman’s accomodation, was built adjacent to Back Lane. This 
is now fully converted into a house and is named “Priory Lodge” on Priory Lane. 
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1900 – 1935 
After 1900 No.1 and No.2 were both owned by Jessie Mill.  This wealthy woman and her 
sister created a large home within this space and extensively added to it.  Jessie renamed the 
house ‘Priory’, while No.3 had acquired a separate entrance drive to the south east and the 
name ‘Morven’.  In 1909 Emily Mill purchased ‘Morven’ whereupon the sisters owned the 
entire property, but maintained it’s separate identities. 

‘Priory’ recieved the larger west entrance porch we see today, and on the south front a glass 
conservatory and two square bay windows.  The single story out-house comprising a laundry, 
store and WC extending westward from the rear corner of the house was also built during 
this period.  The yard gained various out-houses too.  ‘Priory’ was thus a very large house of 
at least 18 rooms when Emily Mill died in 1933.   

1933 Plan 

During this same period ‘Morven’ was extended along it’s northern elevation to give an extra 
room on each floor.  A shallow foward extension was built to roof height to increase the size 
of the principal rooms, and a larger second floor room was created.  This extension 
destroyed the original porch and a new one was built by the extension.  ‘Morven would then 
have consisted of 11 rooms on three floors. 
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1935 - 1970 
In 1933 on the death of the Emily Mill, M. Blakemore Ltd. bought the entire building. No.3 
was resold shortly afterwards but ‘Priory’ was divided back into to two separate properties.  
The west became ‘Hurrock Wood’ and was sold to James Hely-Hutchinson, while the 
remainder became ‘The Priory’ and was gifted to Tom Blakemore’s daughter Marjorie.   

The 1935 conveyance describes a new staircase rising through the centre of ‘Hurrock Wood’ 
to the second floor.  The upper part of this stair cuts across one of the main windows and 
has rather little headroom, an indication of it being ‘squeezed in’.  

 

‘Morven’ (No.3) was sold to two single ladies Margaret Best and Margaret Guthrie who 
remained there until the death of Miss Guthrie in 1954.   

When Morven came to the market in 1954, the then owners of ‘The Priory’ (No.2), Marjorie 
and Reginald Mascord, took the opportunity to purchase it.  They extended ‘The Priory’ by 
adding to it the southeast corner room on each floor, previously part of ‘Morven’, they also 
separately sold the Coach House at this time, and adjusted the boundaries between the three 
properties accordingly.   

The final step in creating the form we know today was the splitting of Hurrock Wood (No.1 
Priory Terrace) into upper and lower appartments by Jack Ratcliffe in 1969.  This was 
accomplished by the addition of a north facing door and a new staircase in a new upper floor 
extension above the old Laundry/Store.  The lower part of the 1935 staircase was blocked 
off at this time but it was not removed, and remains hidden to this day.  The very last step 
being the extension and conversion of the remainder of the Laundry/Store by the Critchley’s 
in 2003.  A new larger entrance hall, utility and garden room for the upper apartment was 
created. 
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Census Record 1871 

 
Abbot Hall - James Simpson Young & family plus five servants. 
3 & 2 Priory Terrace - Cook, Housemaid, Joiner & Housekeeper. 
Also shown: Petteril Cottage, Woodcliffe House and Monklands.  
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Census Record 1871 (cont) 

 
1 Priory Terrace (not No. 3 as recorded) - Margaret Robinson, Lodginghouse keeper,       
plus the visiting and extensive Boschetti family.   Also shown is: Laneside Farm. 
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Census Record 1881 

 
1 Priory Terrace - the Bramwell family. 
2 Priory Terrace - William Leas, Joiner & wife. 
3 Priory Terrace - unoccupied 
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Census Record 1891 

 
1 Priory Terrace - the Bramwell family. 
2 Priory Terrace - unoccupied 
3 Priory Terrace - unoccupied 
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Biographies of Some Owners and Occupiers 
 

1871: The Bochetti Family  
This prosperous family from Manchester  were res ident at  the Lodging House No.1 
Priory Terrace  on Census day 1871 and were probably on hol iday.   

The records show that John Newbery Boshetti was born in Gibraltar in 1801 but that he 
returned to England.  By the early 1830s he had married Agnes born Kirkcudbridge and a 
couple of years later Fanny his first daughter, was born in Broughton in Lancashire.  Several 
other children later, they had moved to Orchard House in Ellesmere Park in what became 
their family home in 
Eccles, Lancashire.  

John must have been 
keenly aware of how much 
he owed his Godfather the 
wealthy Gibraltar 
merchant Giovanni 
Boschetti.  On a notice 
published in the London 
Gazette of 1859 
concerning the dissolution of a business partnership, he calls himself John Maria Boschetti 
Newbery Boschetti.  

Newbery died on the 22nd of September 1880. He left £140 000 in his will which today 
amounts several million pounds.  

Very little is known of the private life of the 
wealth Gibraltar merchant Giovanni Maria 
Boschetti and it is only after reading the 
contents of his will that one can get an inkling 
as to what he got up to in his spare time. It 
seems he never married, or perhaps it would be 
better to say that nobody was actually quite 
sure whether he had actually done so or not. 
After the usual charitable distributions, he left 
the bulk of his estate to his 'daughter or 
supposed daughter', Juana. 

This is an extraordinary statement that casts all 
sorts of aspersions not just on the mother - 
Doña Josefa Roldan - but on himself.  Doña 
Josefa was from Malaga and the daughter in 
question - presumably his one and only 
offspring - Juana Blanca Maria Francisca 
Boschetti. She was baptised in 1824 when 
Boschetti was already 65 years old. 

The will was signed in 1832, two years before 
his death. His influence, not to say his 
affluence, was enough to run rough shod over 
post yellow fever regulations which forbad 
burials within the Catholic Church itself and 
he managed to get himself laid to rest within 

The Cathedral of St Mary the Crowned  
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the precincts of the Cathedral of St. Mary the Crowned on a hot summers day in July in 
1834. Perhaps it was only fair that a man who had survived the epidemic of 1813 -1814 
which killed more than two thousand people should have been allowed to find his resting 
place where he most wanted it.  

He probably spent quite a bit of his time in the Moorish patio that can just be seen through 
the main entrance. It would have been an appropriate place to discuss his charity work with 
his good friend the local Vicar John Baptista Zino. 

Doña Josefa died before him and his daughter Juana was left in the care of an aunt, Ana 
Roldan Moretti.  It was Boschetti's specific wish that her education 'be of the most liberal 
description which her income will admit of in Gibraltar'.  There was also the proviso that 
should Juana die without issue; the trust that he had set up for her would pass on to his 
godson, John Maria Boschetti Newbery. Juana never did have children and thus John Maria 
Boschetti Newbery received a large legacy. 

As for a final epitaph to the original Boschetti, take a walk through Main Street, Gibraltar. 
You can be certain that many of the houses on either side were built by him - and they still 
look very much the same as they did more than 200 years ago.  

 

Gibraltar in the 1830s 
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1881-1890: Three Investors: Severn, Sim and Prothero  
These three  men bought Priory Terrace probably for  investment purposes  

 

Arthur Severn (1842 – 1931)  
The son of Eliz and Joseph Severn, a painter and friend of John Keats. His brother Walter 
(1830-1904) was a landscape watercolour painter and his sister Mary (1832-66) a portrait 
painter and the wife of the archaeologist Charles Newton. In 1871 Arthur married Joan 
Agnew, a cousin of John Ruskin. 

 
Arthur studied in Paris and Rome. He specialised in landscape and marine paintings, in 
which he experimented with the effects of light and weather. He was an active exhibitor, 
showing in London at the Royal Academy. In 1882 he was elected a member of the Royal 
Institute of Painters in Water Colours and the following year of the Royal Institute of Oil 
Painters. He also exhibited in Paris, receiving an honourable mention in 1889 at the 
Exposition Universelle.  

Arthur Severn was very close to John Ruskin. On 25-26 November 1878, at the request of 
Ruskin's solicitors, Arthur Severn brought to the Whistler v. Ruskin trial, a painting 
attributed to Titian, acquired by Ruskin in 1864. Arthur also enlisted witnesses on Ruskin's 
behalf, including William Powell Frith and during the trial looked up references in Modern 
Painters for the defence. Yet he believed Whistler's paintings to be 'carefully painted and 
generally very beautiful and true in colour', and considered Ruskin's criticisms to have been 
unjust and destructive.  He himself was never a witness on Ruskin's behalf.  He told the 
Pennell’s that Whistler remained courteous to him throughout, understanding the difficulty 
of his position.  

The 1881 census shows Arthur and Joan Severn living with Ruskin at Brantwood, Coniston.  
Following Ruskin’s death in 1899 the Severn’s inherited Brantwood. 
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Malcolm Ovans Sim (1846 – 1894) 
One of the seven sons of John Coysgarne Sim (1810 – 1876) a Broker of Coombe Wood, 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey; High Sheriff of Surrey, and Master of the Guild of Merchant 
Taylors in the City of London.  His property included: Nonsuch Park, Ewell; Orford House, 
Ham Common; Coombe Wood, Kingston; Anstie Grange, Dorking; and a house in Park 
Place, Kennington Cross. 

Malcolm Ovans Sim married Helen Bovill at Brighton in 1879.  Their children were: Neville, 
Anthony, Ernest, Irene and Daphne.  He also was a Liveryman of the Guild of Merchant 
Taylors. 

 

Edward Douglas Prothero (1848 – 1907) 
Edward Douglas Prothero was a nephew of two ‘Chaplain in Ordinary’ to Queen Victoria.  
He was a member of a wealthy and distinguished family and obtained a comfortable living as 
Vicar of Turweston, probably helped by the patronage of his uncle George who was Canon 
of Westminster.     

Edward’s grandfather was Thomas Prothero (1780 - 1853) married to Mary Collins from 
1809 - 1835, then Sarah Pattman from 1838.  A landowner and merchant, High Sheriff of 
Monmouthshire in 1846, he lived at Malpas Court, Monmouthshire. His children were:  

Emma  1810 - 1901 
Thomas  b. 1812  

Became the Rev. Thomas Prothero inheriting Malpas Court in 1853, 
Chaplain in Ordinary to HM Queen Victoria 1856 - 68, vicar of Malpas 1862 
- 67.   Daughter:  Alice b 1840. 

Edward  b. 1815  
Became Captain Edward Prothero, of the 14th Regiment of Infantry, his son: 
Edward Douglas Prothero  b 1848 at Stoke Damerel, Devon,  became 
Rector of Turweston near Brackley in Buckinghamshire from 1874.  Where 
his stipend was £433, the patron being the Dean & Chapter of Westminster. 
He was one of the investors in Priory Terrace. 

George 1818 - 1894 
Became the Rev. Canon George Prothero, Brasenose College, Oxford 1843, 
Vicar at Clifton-on-Teme 1847 - 1853,   Curate at Whippingham, Isle of 
Wight 1853 - 1857, then Rector from 1857, later Rural Dean, Chaplain-in-
Ordinary to HM Queen Victoria from 1866, Canon and Treasurer of 
Westminster 1869 - 80.   Married Emma Money, in 1846 and their children 
were: 
George   1848 - 1922 Sir George Walter Prothero historian and editor of 

the “Quarterly Review”. 
Arthur    1850 - 1931 Admiral Arthur William Edward Prothero. 
Rowland  1851 - 1937 Rowland Edmund Prothero, 1st Baron Ernle, 

editor with Coleridge of the “Works of Lord 
Byron”. 

Michael   b 1857. 
Mildred   b 1862. 
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Malpas Court is a fine stone mansion set 
on the northern fringe of Newport. It was 
built for Thomas Prothero Senior between 
1835 and 1838.  The architect was Thomas 
Henry Wyatt.  

Thomas Prothero was both wealthy and 
powerful. He started as a solicitor in 
Newport and became agent to the Morgan 
family of Tredegar Park. He used his 
position to gain influence and money, 
becoming a landowner and one of the 
biggest exporters of coal in South Wales. 

 

1881: James Rostron Riley  

Is  named on a mortgage .  

Lived at Underwood, the large house at the bottom of Fernhill Road (now a residential 
home), which he and his father built in about 1862.  He inherited money from his father 
whose family were Cotton Mill owners in Preston. He sold Underwood in 1900 and 
subsequently lived at Oakdene on Rocklands Road.  He married Rose Cooper, sister of 
Cannon Thomas Cooper who was vicar at St Paul's, Grange over Sands from 1888 to 1907.    

His many local appointments included: Tustee of The Institute with William Henry 
Wakefield, Secretary and Treasurer School Trustees 1882, 1901, 1903 and Church Warden at 
St Paul's, Grange-over-Sands. 

His sister Alice married James Simpson Young the owner of Abbot Hall and builder of 
Priory Terrace.   
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1889 - 1933:  Jessie Mill (1840 – 1930) Emily Mill (1842 – 1933)  
Owners for  over  for ty  years .  

These sisters were daughters of James and Ellen Mill of 
Croxteth Road, Toxteth Park, Liverpool.  James was a 
stockbroker and considerably wealthy.  The sisters never 
married.  It seems that in the 1880’s James and Ellen Mill 
with their daughters Jessie & Emily discovered Kent’s Bank 
as a holiday home.  They loved Priory Terrace so much that 
as the opportunity arose they bought all of it. 

In the 1880’s Jessie was yearly tenant of No.3 Priory Terrace 
although on Census night 1901 both sisters were at Croxteth 
Road.  After their father’s death in 1895, they decided to 
spend their latter years in Kents Bank.  They were living on 
their own means having inherited a substantial sum which 
enabled them to purchase all of Priory Terrace over a period 
of fifteen years.  Jessie bought No.2 in 1890 followed by 
No.1 in 1898, while Emily bought No.3 in 1904.  They 
retained them all until their deaths aged 90 and 91.   

An extract from MILL FAMILY REMINISCENCES written in the 1890’s by Jessie Mill 

John Mill of Liverpool (1762 - 1821) is believed to have been born in Montrose in Scotland.  
When fourteen years old, he quarrelled with his stepmother and ran off to sea. He was 
intelligent as well as independent and rose to be a captain and owner of ships.  In the "Gore's 
Liverpool Street Directory", we see that he dwelt at 4 St James Walk from 1790.   He was a 
merchant in the African trade, at the time when the public conscience was at last fully roused 
to the iniquity of the slave trade, in which Liverpool for more than fifty years had been 
gaining greater wealth than the other seaports of London and Bristol whence the trade had 
declined.  Privateering and slave trading employed the energy and enterprise of very many 
who in all other relations of life were patriotic and good hearted men; and from anything I 
have heard, John Mill was such a man; loved in his own family; very sociable and cheerful 
during a long illness, gout having crippled him early in life. My father was only ten years old 
when his father died, he remembered him as an invalid in a Merlin Chair. 

James Mill (1811 - 1895). For some years my father was Chairman of the Liverpool Stock 
Exchange.  John, his eldest son, perished in the sinking of the "Anglo-Saxon" on the east 
coast of Newfoundland, about 4 miles north of Cape Race on April 27, 1863.  The SS Anglo 
Saxon was an iron screw steam ship belonging to the Montreal Ocean Steamship Company. She was 
commanded by Captain William Burgess. She sailed from Liverpool for Quebec on 16th April 1863, with a 
total of 445 passengers and crew.  On 27th April, in dense fog, she ran aground four miles off Cape Race, 
Newfoundland. The ship broke up within an hour of hitting the rocks, and sank. Of those on board 237 
people died, making this one of Canada's worst shipwrecks.   

John Mill was going to Canada to see something of the world after a few years training in 
Brown & Shipley's Merchant office. His loss was a most terrible blow to his parents. It was 
John's sad death in voyage to Canada that determined our brother James to go to Canada 
after a life of many wanderings. He had been articled to a very good Attorney, Lowndes and 
Bateson. He went on a voyage to Australia; afterwards learned farming at Dulbeath, 
Scotland, then began farming himself at Bryn Polyb, near Mold, North Wales, but this he 
gave up in favour of living at the Channel Islands. Finally he went to Canada and there 
married Elizabeth Gauvreau. Their descendants live in Canada to this day (Ed).  

Emily Mill 
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My father's life was as 
uneventful as that of most of 
the average young business 
men's life. He took great 
interest in the public questions 
of the day, a staunch believer 
in the Reform movement, and 
a radical of the days between 
1825 and 1835. Other 
recreations were long and 
pleasant holidays on foot or in 
coach "those days of long 
leisurely travel", when his first 
journey to London took thirty 
hours to accomplish in the 
coach “Peveril of the Peak". 
Frequently have I heard him 
and my mother speak of the 
drive to Cheltenham in the 
"Hirondelle", of the speed at which the horses were driven, the rapidity at which they were 
changed at various stages. One special journey he delighted to recall was to the "North 
Countree" with his friend Will Remington; the drive in a snow storm over Shap Fell, the 
refreshment of Moroco at Levens Hall. 

On pleasant summer days, at home or at "Kent's Bank", My parents would sit chatting in the 
garden, feeding the birds, and, even do a little gardening craft, tie up his carnations, 
transplant the asters, etc. They both had a deal of quiet humour and often a merry glance or 
deprecating gesture might be seen when they ran counter to the younger generations’ 
modern idiosyncrasies and vehement opinions.  

And how pleased and proud they were to welcome you three dear grandsons John, James 
and Francis when with your father's and mother's permission your dear Aunt Emily brought 
you on her return from Canada. They were so glad to help you in being educated suitably, so 
that; John could do well in the Agricultural college at Guelph, James take his degree at 
University College Oxford, and Francis study engineering with distinction. They were 
ambitious for you in the best sense of the word, they prayed not for the great material things 
of the world but for the noble things that make for righteousness. 

This little family record was laid aside and forgotten when my beloved father died just a year 
ago (1895). How vividly my mind recalls the sorrow and anxiety of that time when my three 
dear ones, Father, Mother and Emily were all so ill at the same time, and then the 
irremediable loss my Father's life caused in our life.  

It is the 23rd October 1899,  Emily and I have come to Priory, Kent's Bank to look after the 
garden which we love, especially because the planting of it and the building of the stable are 
all inseparably connected with the loving interest our dear Father and Mother took in it all.  
We have been going over in memory their keen interest forty years ago in the planting of 
their own little garden in Princes Park where they planted and built together the modest 
substantial house in Croxteth Road.  In those days Princes Park was quite in the country. 

The Mill family home 12 Croxteth Road, Toxteth Park 
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Jessie Mill (1841 – 1930)  

After leaving Huskisson Street we lived five 
years at no 44 Bedford Street South and 
thence migrated to the dear home in 
Princes Park. We children were early sent 
to day school, Emily and I went when we 
were four years old to a school kept by two 
kind clever women, Bell and Hannah 
Fletcher. Another branch of the Fletcher 
family we knew intimately were the ladies 
who were the co-heiresses of Andrews of 
New Rivington, where Emily and I spent 
many a happy visits.  It has passed from the 
family, having been bought by a successful 
soap boiler, Sir William Lever.  

At this time Emily took great care of a 
monkey "Jenny" of which she can tell many 
amusing anecdotes. 

  

Jessie & Emily in the 1920’s 
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1933:  Blakemore Ltd. 
Purchased and redeve loped the Priory af ter  the death o f  the Mil l  s i s t ers .    (Notes o f  a 
conversat ion with Tom Blakemore o f  Risedale )  

Thomas Blakemore senior (grandfather of TB), born 1879, was a Joiner and Builder from 
Atherton in Lancashire.  He married Elizabeth in 1904 and they had a son Malcolm 1907, 
and two daughters; Doris 1905, and Marjorie.   His business grew and was successful.  In the 
1920’s he moved his family to Grange over Sands for the clean air, and bought land and 
property there establishing the business: Blakemore Ltd. which became a significant one in 
the town. 

From the 1930’s to the 50’s many substantial houses were built including many of those on 
Risedale Hill.   In the late 1930’s he bought Graythwaite House and extended it considerably 
to create the Graythwaite Manor Hotel.  The family continued to run this hotel until the 
1990’s. 

In 1933, upon the death of Emily Mill, Blakemore Ltd. bought ‘The Priory’ and recreated the 
three houses within it.  Of these, No.2 was gifted to his youngest daughter Marjorie 
Blakemore who lived there from 1935 with her husband Waller Eden-Smith.  Numbers 1 & 
3 were sold. 

1935 – 45:  Waller Eden-Smith 
During WW2 Waller Eden-Smith joined the Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve and in 1944 as 
Sub-Lt he commanded HMS Milford Countess, a Mine Sweeping Trawler.  In 1945 he 
transferred to the convoy protection vessel HMS Vervain, a Flower-class corvette. On 20 
February 1945 at 11.45 hours, HMS Vervain (T/A/Lt.Cdr. Robert Alwyn Howell, RNVR) 
was escorting a homeward-bound convoy when she was sunk by a torpedo from the U-boat 
U-1276 about 25 miles south-east of Dungarvan, Ireland, south of Waterford. She sank after 
20 minutes and 61 of her crew were drowned including the commanding officer.  Three 
officers and 30 ratings were rescued by the Denbigh Castle.  Sadly, Waller Eden-Smith was 
not among the survivors, he was 38 years of age.  His name is included on the Grange War 
memorial.   Marjorie was devastated by her husband’s death at sea.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gunnery Practice aboard 
HMS Vervain. 
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1946 – 63:  Reginald John Mascord 
Marjorie Eden-Smith married Reginald Mascord in 1946 and continued to live at No.2 until 
1963.  Reginald was born 1893 in Liverpool, the third son of Isaac and Annie Mascord.  
Isaac was a Groom/Coachman in 1901 and a bowling green keeper in 1911.   Reginald 
became a clerk by 1911 but his subsequent career is unknown.   

In 1954 No.3 ‘Morven’ became available and Reginald bought it in order to enhance ‘The 
Priory’ by the addition of extra rooms.  At this time the Coach House was sold and various 
boundaries were altered.   

1949 – 58:  Edgar John Woodman   
Owned Hurrock Wood  

‘Jack’ Woodman was born in Otley and educated in 
Scotland and at Edinburgh University.  He joined the 
family business of Kellett Woodman & Co. Ltd., Textile 
Manufactures of Bradford and eventually became the 
company's chairman. After a severe illness when he was 
28 he was advised to move into the country, but after 
farming for some years at Coniston, his health again 
deteriorated and he retired to Kents Bank. 

Always fond of the countryside, Jack was a great walker 
and joined in many of the earlier potholing expeditions. 
He was passionately fond of sailing and spent much of 
his time cruising up the west coast of Scotland.  

 

 

 

Jack Woodman farmed the land at 
Low Bank Ground Coniston from 
1933 until 1949. During this time the 
main farmhouse there was modernised 
and the gardens set out in their present 
form.   

At the end of the nineteenth century Low Bank Ground formed part of the estate owned by 
John Ruskin, the artist and social reformer, who lived at Brantwood.  It is now an Outdoor 
Activity Centre. 

Lawson Park and a significant parcel of surrounding land were purchased by the Forestry 
Commission in 1947 from Jack Woodman. 

PATENT GB613764: Improvements in bracken cutting apparatus 

E. J. WOODMAN, July 2, 1946, Relates to bracken cutters of the type having two blades arranged as a 
V-shaped cutter for drawing over the ground. According to the invention, the frame for the cutter comprises a 
longitudinal member supported at the rear on a tail skid and at the nose end on a pair of skids bent upwards 
at the front end to raise the blades clear of the ground. The blades are angularly adjustable about bolts. 
According to the Provisional Specification the front skids have a portion of their length lying parallel to the 
longitudinal member. 
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Colonel Thomas Myles Sandys 
Owned the land in Kents Bank abutt ing Priory Terrace  

The Colonel was born in Blackheath in 1837, the son of Captain Thomas Sandys of the Royal 
Navy. Following education at Shrewsbury School, he was commissioned as an officer in the 73rd 
Bengal Native Infantry, a military unit of the Honourable East India Company. After fighting in 
the Indian Rebellion of 1857 he exchanged into the 7th (or Royal Fusiliers) Regiment of Foot, 
part of the regular British Army. He was to serve in the 7th Foot for twenty years, retiring with 
the rank of captain. 

He moved to the family's ancestral home, Graythwaite Hall, near Ulverston, Lancashire where 
he continued his association with the armed forces as honorary colonel of the 3rd (Militia) 
Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, a position he held until 1897.  He was a 
staunch Protestant, becoming Grand Master of the Loyal Orange Lodge of England and was a 
deputy lieutenant for the County of Lancashire. 

In 1852, the family leased the haematite iron ore mining rights of his land at Roanhead, Askam. 
These mines were among the most productive in the area and were worked until 1942. 

The Redistribution of Seats Act 1885 created the new constituency of Bootle, and Sandys was 
elected first Member of Parliament for the seat.  He held the seat at subsequent elections, either 
being elected unopposed, or by a large majority, finally resigning the seat in March 1911.  He 
died later that year, at his London home, 87 Jermyn Street, aged 74. 
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Maps & Plans 
Auction of Abbot Hall and surrounding land following the death of James S Young in 
1879 

 
 (Note Priory Terrace was not part of this sale) 
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Ordinance Survey of Kents Bank in 1913 
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A plan of  ‘Priory’ and ‘Morven’ in 1933 
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