A History of Greenfield House, and parts of Lower Allithwaite.
by
Peter H. Le Mare
The house, built in 1842, is of the type described by R.W. Brunskill in Vernacular
architecture of the Lake Counties [London: Faber & Faber 1974] as a small house of double
pile plan with four rooms on each floor. Many houses of this type were built throughout the
Lake District between 1770 and 1850, many later modified so that the common design may
not be obvious. Other houses apparently of this type in Allithwaite include that to which the
village shop is attached, Kirkhead View, and Laburnum House on The Square.

Greenfield House: a detail from Sankey's post card No 2168 c. 1910.

The photograph, looking north-west, shows Greenfield House and orchard as they
were about 1910. Internally there were probably changes when water was piped in the village
but externally the house seems to have remained largely unchanged until 1945-47 when a bay
window replaced the window on the right of the front door and the central hall incorporated
into the room with the bay. This entailed closing the front door, the lower half of which was
bricked up leaving the glazed upper half as a window; the door into the lean-to on the north
wall became the front door.
The out-buildings comprised a privy, stable, midden and space for a dog-cart or larger
cart. The double doors can be seen on the extreme left. There was also a wash-house with a
copper boiler. At the north-west corner of the house there was a large water tank which held
water from the roof. At the time of the photograph there was a greenhouse in the garden
behind the house.
The house is built into rising ground so in 1986-87 it was altered to provide living area
on the first floor, enabling direct access to the garden via doors from a new kitchen and from a
new sitting room, with a garage below it. On the ground floor the central front door was
reopened and a wall built to create the hall as it was originally. The door into the lean-to was
replaced by a wall and the lean-to converted to a shower and toilet room.
In January 1991 the roof was renovated: slates removed; insulation, roofing felt and
new laths laid; good slates replaced; second hand slates used instead of faulty original slates;
sandstone ridging replaced. Solar water heating panels were fitted in June 2009. Former
stable and privy were re-roofed 2010.
A feature of the orchard is the north wall, shown in the photograph below. It is topped
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by water worn stones from a limestone pavement and at the west end has four bee boles,
which sheltered bee skeps before wooden hives were introduced about 1860. The boles are
No 1213 in the register of the International Bee Research Association.
(see http://www.ibra.beeboles.org.uk/)

North wall and bee boles.

A schedule (see appendix 1) attached to the deeds shows ownership of the land
between 1730 and 1841 when 483 sq. yds was purchased for £7.7s.0d by Samuel Hudson,
described as a waller, from John and Jane Storey of Wraysholme; a further 1069 sq. yds was
purchased in 1845 for £26.14s.6d.. Presumably the land had been in agricultural production
until the purchase but E. Abercrombie, in her book Grange and the Cartmel Fells [Clapham:
The Dalesman Publishing Company, 1960], stated (p47): "Cartmel Priory had one of its tithe
barns in the village, situated where Greenfield House now stands, on the Flookburgh road, a
little beyond the Royal Oak1. The house, built on the site of the great barn, was at one time
known as the Tithe Barn Inn, where carriers put up for the night". Ronald Stevens, in The
History of the Parish of Allithwaite 2 wrote: "After an arduous crossing of the bay many
travellers would make for the old toll house which still proudly stands at the top of the hill
from the Pheasant Inn3. Now a private residence and known as 'Greenfield House', the
occupant probably provided much-needed stabling and maybe, refreshment, before the
travellers resumed their journey. Standing by the toll house one is looking directly at the
ancient highway which passed in front of Hillside Farm before it was by-passed by a more
suitable approach road". Neither author quoted sources of their information, nor was able to
provide sources when I spoke to them. A note on maps of the area early in the 19 th century is
in appendix 2.
I have found nothing to support the comments of Stevens, especially that concerning a
toll house; nor of Abercrombie that the house was once known as Tithe Barn Inn. However,
the late Mr W. Jackson, of Hillside Farm next to Greenfield House, told me that the farm is
mentioned in his deeds as Tithe Barn Farm. In the 1901 census the farm is recorded as Tithe
Barn; the head of the household then was William Jackson, aged 31, farmer. When I spoke to
the late J. C. Dickinson, author of The Land of Cartmel [Kendal: Titus Wilson, 1980], in 1990
he did not know where the tithe barns were and he was sceptical of unreferenced reports by
amateur historians. However he considered that references in deeds are probably valid.
Stockdale, in Annals of Cartmel [Ulverston: William Kitchen, 1872] reported (p130)
that in 1609 George, Bishop of Chester, granted to George Preston, of Holker, "all that the
Rectory, Parish Church and Parsonage of Cartmel, to the late dissolved Priory of Cartmel
aforesaid, sometime belonging and appertaining, together with the tithe barns called or known
1 Later the Guide Over Sands. In 2011 modified and re-opened as The Yakkers Pub.
2 1990, published to commemorate the 125th anniversary of St Mary's Church, Allithwaite.
3 Formerly The Farmers Arms.
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by the names Godderside4, Flookburgh and Alithwaite, with appurtenances and all manner of
tithes....". Thus there was a tithe barn in Allithwaite but none of the barns is still standing
although at Godderside some stone-work remains. Sam. Taylor in Appendix G of Cartmel,
People and Priory [Kendal: Titus Wilson, 1955] recorded the will, dated 4th March 1691/2,
of Thomas Preston of Holker. Inter alia it states "I devise and give the Lordship of Cartmel to
my daughter Katherine and her heirs for life, then to my niece Elizabeth Preston and her heirs,
and then to my right heirs, also the Rectory and Tithe Barns of Cartmel to the said two in
succession, …".
Thus Greenfield House and the farm are very likely on the site of a tithe barn.
The censuses of 1851 and 1861 did not record house names but in 1851 Samuel
Hudson, 50, his wife Ann, 46, and a nephew John Heavyside, a pauper aged 7 born at Birkby,
are recorded, presumably living in the house Samuel built. J. Mannex, in his History,
Topography and Directory of Westmorland and Lonsdale North of the Sands 1851 [Michael
Moon, 1978 facsimile of Mannex & Co. 1851]; , records on page 384, Samuel Hudson as
'grocer (and stonemason)'. In 1861 only Samuel Hudson, grocer, and Ann are shown. The
census of 1871 records Samuel, retired grocer, and Ann living at Rose Villa. As the
neighbours were the same as in 1861 and 1881 I infer that the house was originally known as
Rose Villa. That the house was occupied by a grocer is supported by the memory of Mrs
Sarah Ellen Allen who lived nearby at Maychells, and died there on 8 July 1961 in her 99th
year; she recalled that as a child she was sent by her mother to the house to buy treacle. I am
not aware that she ever mentioned Rose Villa.
Samuel Hudson died in 1876. The 1881 did not record house names so the house
cannot be located. However, its occupants may be inferred by reference to those of the
neighbouring houses. On this basis Rose Villa was occupied by Matthew Hudson, 33, farmer
and coal merchant, born in Millom, his wife, Mary, 33, and two sons born in Cartmel. I do
not know if he was a son or other relation of Samuel and Ann.
The census of 1891 was the first to record the name Greenfield House. The head of
the household then was John Airey Ray, 47, agent for seed, spice manure &c; with him lived
his wife, Catherine Agnes, 39, four sons and a daughter. Catherine's maiden name was Storey,
born in Allithwaite; possibly she was the daughter of John and Jane Storey from whom
Samuel Hudson bought the land on which he built Rose Villa, later renamed Greenfield
House.
In 1901 the occupants were William J. Lamb, 53, teacher of music, his wife Elizabeth,
49, a son, a daughter and a boarder, George Attwood, 89, retired mining engineer. Kelly's
Directory for Lancashire 1909 records under Allithwaite: Lamb, Ethel (Mrs) apartments and
Lamb, Wm Joseph apartments Greenfield.
Although I have found nothing to support Abercrombie's comment that the house was
once known as Tithe Barn Inn it did at times accommodate lodgers as the 1901 census shows
– the number "1", although painted over, can still be seen on one of the first floor doors!
Possibly during 1851 and 1861 when only Samuel and Ann Hudson, and for a time a nephew,
are recorded in the censuses they may have taken lodgers but none was present on the days of
recording.
During much of the period between Samuel Hudson's death and purchase by Murielle
Owen in 1945 the house seems not to have been occupied by its owners. It was occupied by
4 On Holker estate, see 6 inch OS map, ref. SD355774
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Wm J. Lamb in 1903 when Eliz. Dixon bought the house. Bulmer & Co's History of Furness
and Cartmel [Second edition, Preston: T. Snape, no date, about 1911] records on p215
William Joseph Lamb as the occupant. He was recorded as a rate collector but was active in
many other ways in the village: captain of the fire brigade; secretary of the Allithwaite Church
Institute, the Cartmel Parish Horticultural Society, and of the Cartmel Sheep Dog Trials but in
this entry, on p 212, his address is given as Lambert House Allithwaite. The 1891 census
records William J. Lamb, schoolmaster, of School House, then aged 43 born in West Derby,
Liverpool; Lambert House may have been the School House, which was built by Miss
Lambert. Lamb was also a member for Allithwaite Lower of the Divisional Committee for
Highways and Public Health of Cartmel parish Council. He was Guardian of the Poor, for the
Period Ending 15th April 1913, for Allithwaite Lower (p371). A brass plaque in St Mary's
Church Allithwaite records 'The electric installation to the east of this tablet was provided by
public subscription in grateful memory of William Joseph Lamb for 47 years the devoted
organist and lay reader of this church'. Electric lighting was installed in 1932. An account of
the life of William Lamb entitled “The Incredible Mr Lamb” was written by Phil and Pat
Rowland in July 2015.
Other occupants of Greenfield House are listed in the annual Grange Red Books:
1928-35 Miss A. A. Burbage; 1936-37 Mr Wm Sturzaker; 1938-39 not known; 1940-41 W. B.
Lindley, whose son and daughter visited Allithwaite on 5 May 1996. The Red Book was not
published during 1941 to 1945, when Mrs Owen bought the house. My parents, Ernest B. and
Helen J. Le Mare, bought the house in 1947. It passed to my brother and me in 1978 when I
bought my brother's share.
In 1956 the Grange News reported: “At the April meeting of the Allithwaite Women's
Institute, over which Mrs H. Wells presided, special thanks were accorded to Mrs E. Le Mare
and her husband for keeping a light burning outside their house near the centre of the village
until late at night, as there are no street lamps in the village”. My father delayed switching off
the light until passengers from the last bus had walked home.
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Appendix 1.
The schedule appended to the deeds states:
19th January 1730
3rd February 1752
20th May 1780
15th February 1803
14th & 15th February 1814
54 Geo: 3rd 31 August
14th February 1815
17th & 18th February 1817
13th & 14th February 1819
15th July 1825
9th & 10th October 1840
28th November 1841
14th February 1845
5th July 1875
2nd August 1876
8th May 1902
17th November 1902
20th January 1903
12th May 1903

26th April 1921
11th August 1928
6th September 1945
24th November 1947
29th January 1955
18th April 1963
10th February 1978
16th October 1978

Thomas Atkinson to John Punder: Feoffment.
John Punder to Thomas Ashburner: Mortgage by demise.
Thomas Ashburner to Robert Atkinson: Assignment of
Mortgage.
Thomas Barrow to Miss Pedder: Mortgage by demise.
Thomas Barrow & an: to John Cragg & an: Mortgage in fee.
Chirograph of Fine.
Thomas Barrow to John Cragg: Further Charge.
Thomas Barrow & an: to James Greaves Barton: Lease and
Release.
James Greaves Barton & ors to Mary Holliday: Lease and
Release.
Draft Copy of Will of said Mary Holliday.
Mr William Spencer Barrow to Mr John Storey: Lease and
Release.
The Plot Piece or Parcel of Ground and Hereditaments (483
sq.yds) was sold by John and Jane Storey of Wraysholme to
Samuel Hudson for £7.7s.0d.
John and Jane Storey sold a further 1069 sq.yds to Samuel
Hudson for £26.14s.6d.
By his will Samuel Hudson "gave and devised to John Orr the
dwelling house buildings orchard garden and premises" to John
Orr
Samuel Hudson died.
John Orr appointed his brother Thomas Orr and his nephew
John Burrow both of Cartmel to be his exors. He left the house
and grounds to his exors.
John Orr died.
John Orr's will proved. House occupied at the time by Wm
Lamb.
Exors sold the "freehold messuage or dwelling house and
premises known as Greenfield House" to Miss Elizabeth
Lawrence Dixon of Aynsome Mill daughter of George Dixon,
farmer, for £441.
Eliz. Dixon married Nathan Halhead of Kents Bank.
Eliz. Halhead married R.D. Livesey of Winnipeg Canada, in
Winnipeg.
Eliz. Livesey sold Greenfield House to Murielle Audrey Owen
for £1410.
Murielle Owen sold by auction to Ernest Bristow Le Mare for
£3275.
By his will E.B. Le Mare left the property to his wife Helen
Jane Le Mare for her lifetime and thereafter to his sons Peter
Hotson and Procter Stanway Le Mare.
Ernest Le Mare died.
Helen Le Mare died.
Procter Le Mare sold his share to Peter Le Mare.
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Appendix 2.
Notes on visit to Cumbria Records Office, Kendal, 30 October 1991.
Volume WPR/89/Z3 entitled Cartmell Award includes the Plan of the Division of
Lower Alithwaite and part of the Allotments in the Parish of Cartmel, drawn by T Hornor
1807. The text of the Award refers to "a Public carriageway called Alithwaite Road from
Templand Lane over Templand Bank southwards to the village of Alithwaite". The plan
shows the road continuing past the site of Greenfield House and Hillside Farm towards
Flookburgh. The plan does not show any Allotments near Greenfield House, but field
boundaries are shown. There appears to be no building where Greenfield House now stands
but buildings on the site of Hillside Farm. Quarry Road is described as a private road.
Wartbarrow Lane is shown as Birch Road, over Wart Barrow Fell; it was a private road for a
John Birch. The Award refers to "Lancaster Road (from Cartmel) from the estate called Yew
Tree belonging to John Birch over Grange Fell eastwards and southwards to a place called
Fell Gate"
PR2716/15 is a Plan of Holker, Allithwaite, Broughton, Staveley and Cartmel Fell, not
dated. It is similar to Hornor's plan but has detail of ownership of land and field numbers.
Greenfield House is on a plot marked 487 (or possibly 488). There are no buildings on 487
but there are on 488; the field opposite Greenfield House is numbered 476. The road at
Humphrey Head is shown as Holywell Road and the lane to Wike (sic) House as Pigeon Cote
Road. Kirkhead is shown as Kirket. By the building at Humphrey Head is shown "Spaw"
(spa) on both plans. Much of the land is shown as belonging to Lord Frederick Cavendish;
this is presumably Field Marshal Lord Frederick Cavendish (who owned Holker until 1803 see two editions of Holker Hall - An illustrated survey of the Lancashire home of the
Cavendish family). The later Lord Frederick (1836-1882) did not own the hall; during his
life-time it was owned by his father 7th Duke of Devonshire. The date of the plan seems to be
between that of Hornor (1807) and the construction of Greenfield House, about 1842.
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