BROUGHTON GROVE FARMHOUSE, FIELD BROUGHTON.
An investigation using documentary evidence.

Location of house.
Broughton Grove Farmhouse (BGF) is in the hamlet of Field Broughton which is 2 miles north
of Cartmel. Access is via a track from the centre of the hamlet which loops around the farm
rejoining the Cartmel to Barrow Banks road. This track allows access to barns and cottages
which originally formed the home farm for Broughton Grove.

Detail from 1851 OS Map

Detail from 1971 OS Map

Recent History –from visual and oral sources
The house is now a private residence but it is said that from 1924, and possibly earlier, it was
used as the farmhouse and known as Broughton Grove Farm because of its proximity to
Broughton Grove, the mansion house nearby. It is set adjacent to a substantial coach
house/stables known to have belonged to Broughton Grove and several shippen’s and barns
used by the residents of Broughton Grove and the farmer but now converted to dwellings. An
apparently older cottage nearby, Grove Cottage, may have been the earlier farmhouse.

Census Records.
Broughton Grove Farm is first specifically named as a property in Field Broughton in the 1881
Census. The then resident Edmund Crow(e) and family are shown in the earlier 1861 census
and the 1871census but not in those for 1851 or 1841. Neither do they appear in the 1891 or
1901 Census. A Crow family are farming at Hampsfield Hall in 1871 but any family connection
is not known.
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Census Records - Possibilities to explore.
Logically it should be possible to track a property using the Census Enumerators route but it is
clear from the records that the Census Enumerators did not follow the same route for each
census. Therefore what is now Broughton Grove Farmhouse cannot be recognised from the
order in which Field Broughton properties were listed. However a directory for the area states
that John Graves, Farm Bailiff and Miss Elizabeth Graves dressmaker lived at BGF in 1910.
John Graves is shown on the 1891 and 1901 census as shown in the table above. Assuming
that they lived in the same house then BGF is entry 17 on the 1891 census and entry 115 on
the 1901 census.

History of Ownership.
The present name of Broughton Grove Farmhouse was previously Broughton Grove Farm,
amended when the present owners Nigel and Sandra Mills purchased the property in February
1984. note 1 Prior to this it was temporarily known for marketing purposes as Fawcett’s Farm.
Robert Edward Fawcett having purchased the farm and outbuildings from Muriel Dixon on
8/7/1983. This sale included the farmhouse, 3/4 barns, adjacent field and track.
Other conveyances show the following history of ownership from 1/2/1924:

01/02/1924

23/04/1930

10/07/1970

24/05/1983

08/07/1983

Wilfred Percival BLYTH, Draper of G-o-S, Lancashire
to Johney Dixon, Farmer of Meathop Hall,
Westmorland.

Includes references to land 51 acres 3 roods,
access rights, upper storey of barn, payment to Chief Lords,
fee farm rent of 7s9p3f.

Mary DIXON, Widow of BGF and William DIXON,
Haulage Contractor of 85 Newby St, Stanley Park,
Liverpool,
To William James DIXON, Farmer, of Meathop Hall,
Westmorland.
Ethel DIXON, widow, of Meathop Hall Cottage,
Witherslack, James Derek DIXON, farmer, of BGF,
John Anthony DIXON, farmer, of Meathop Hall Farm
(executors of William James Dixon dec’d 6/2/1970)
To James Derek DIXON

Includes land, barns, stables and 51.094 acres.

Section 52(local occupation) agreement between
Muriel DIXON and LD Special Planning Board for all
barns.
Muriel DIXON of BGF
To Robert Edward FAWCETT of St Albans,
Hertfordshire.

Includes 3 barns, adjacent field and tracks.

Age of House.
There are several indicators of age that are helpful in trying to date the building and
development of the house, the main ones found so far are old maps and the obvious physical
features of the house.
Maps.
The earliest dated map found so far is the First Edition Count Series of OS Maps of 1852
Lancashire and Furness 1:10,560 which clearly shows the house. Tithe maps are yet to be
explored.
Architectural & Vernacular Features.
There are several features of the house which may give an indication of its history and its
development over time.
Structure: It is of stone rubble wall structure with large corner boulders acting as the
foundations. Lime mortar was used but it seems that over time this has been patched or
replaced with cement and the whole house has been rendered and painted for waterproofing.
Design: It is of a traditional design for a “humble” building (Brunskill “Vernacular Architecture
page 42) with the main windows to the east and originally only a small window on the west wall
to suit the prevailing weather conditions.
There are indications that the house was originally 2 cottages. The front door is offset to the
right and a matching alcove exists inside the house to the left. The only load bearing structural
wall inside divides the house in two to its full height and the other dividing walls being of wattle
and daub or where alterations have been made, lathe and plaster. The main chimneys match

each other at either end of the house and a small fireplace used to exist in each of the larger
upstairs rooms.
There is evidence that the house was “modernised” in the 1850’s with extra windows to the
east and the fitting of sash windows whose design became dominant in the 1850’s. The front
windows were probably framed with stone at this time whilst the other windows, not on public
view, retained their original slate sills. (see photo) The interior 4 panel pine doors with small
brass handles also indicate modernisation around this time as does the single pine staircase.
The roof timbers are of planed wood and the slate roof has overhanging eaves indicating an
early 19th re-roofing.

A mid 19th century sash window with slate sill.

Nigel Mills

