Sunny Brae, Smithy Hill, Lindale – a House History

Sunny Brae house is believed to have been built before 1800. A note in a conveyance refers to a
transfer in 1801. A George III penny was also found under the floor. It is a fine upstanding south
facing building, built into the hillside of Smithy Hill, where the land rises steeply behind the house to
the old allotments, The Lots. It was originally a farm with a granary, gardens, orchard with 3
greenhouses. The 1841 Census of Lindale does not record a place called Smithy Hill, nor Sunny Brae,
though it may have been Summer Hill or Blakebarrow Hall. The house was formerly known as
Brackenbarrow Cottagei. For many years the property passed down through the Bell family. In 1937
it was sold to Samuel Hoggarth the Lindale blacksmith. At some stage, possibly in World War II for
workers from Barrow, it was divided, unequally, into Sunny Brae and Sunny Brae Cottage, variously
recorded in directories as Sunny Brow and Sunny Bragh. In 1985 the house, cottage, land and
quarryii were purchased at auction by Vic and Joan Greenhalgh.
Analysis of the deeds and conveyances kindly loaned by Joan Greenhalgh (in 2013) reveal the
following. An 1859 Indenture shows Edward Meadowcroft and his wife Agnes, and James Bell-

heriditaments to James Bell’s will to his brother Samuel Bell. There is no Meadowcroft in the 1841
Census.
In 1890 The Will of Samuel Bell left the ‘heriditaments and premises described as Brackenbarrow
Cottage, with garden, orchard, washhouse and granary’ to his son John Bell. Samuel Bell’s will also
left a 5 acre allotment, including quarry and garden to John Bell, his son. Samuel Bell died in 1894.
John Bell died in 1913.
In 1913 John Bell, of Windermere, coach builder sold to William Bell, gardener of Field Broughton.
The 1913 will quotes an indenture dated 1859. W & E Bell are shown at Sunny Brow in Directories of
1929-35.
In 1937 William Bell, retired gardener of Brackenbarrow Cottage sold the dwelling and premises;
house with farm buildings, 3 greenhouses and garden, formerly called Brackenbarrow to Samuel
Hoggarth. In 1937 Samuel Hoggarth, The Smithy, Lindale applied for a mortgage of £600 for the
Smithy and Sunny Brae: ‘all that tenement or Blacksmith’s shop with garden and appurtenances
thereto…fronting on to the highway there leading from Kendal to Ulverston, and secondly all that
freehold dwellinghouse with farm buildings, orchard and garden called Sunny Brae but formerly
known as Brackenbarrow.
Directories record that Samuel Hoggarth had been living at Rose Cottage, Lindale from 1929-35.
Also in 1937 William Bell, Brackenbarrow Cottage sold to James Owen, Cartmel ‘all those closesiii
called East of Drain and West of Drain situated to the east and west sides of the main runner on the
mosses upon Lindale Low Common’.
1940 Directories record E Bell in Sunny Bragh Cottage, believed to be the back of the house, a lounge
and upstairs was believed to have been provided for people working in Barrow during the war. There
were 2 privies in front of the house at this time. From 1940 to 1954 Mrs Hodgson and Mr S Hoggarth
were listed at Sunny Brae.
In 1945 James Owen sold land, presumably on Lindale Low Common, to Eileen Owen, spinster.
In 1953 Conveyance of an allotment Miss E.H. Owen, Greenbank, Cartmel to S Hoggarth,
Cumberland and Westmorland wrestler, the smith.

Following the death of Samuel Hoggarth, his son Gerald Hoggarth put the property up for auction.
The Estate Agents’ Particulars for the 1985 auction described 4 lots.
Lot I (red on map) Sunny Brae, was recorded as having, on the ground floor, a living room, sitting
room, kitchenette with a deep porcelain sink, rear porch and bathroom. The first floor had 2
bedrooms, and 2 attic rooms. There was a lean-to store over a barn. Outside was a store and garden,
with three greenhouses. (These were heated).
Lot 2 Sunny Brae Cottage was much smaller, with a kitchen, store room and loft, lounge, bathroom
at the back of the house, with a front door to the side of the house. There were 2 bedrooms and a
landing, with a curved stairway, and an outside WC.
Lot 3 Sunny Brae Lots was 1.5 acres of rough grazing agricultural land.
Lot 4 Freehold land had a quarry with access on the Back o’ the Fell Road.
The Lots were combined at auction and bought by Vic and Joan Greenhalgh.

Apart from removing the rendering (applied around 1910), replacing the windows and roofing slates,
the exterior of the house is largely unaltered. The 1985 windows were 3 pane sash windows, with
‘lambs’ tongue ends’. 1985 interior photos display a very agricultural appearance. Internal
alterations were extensive to convert the 2 houses into the one large family house of today.

S Woodhead May 2017
Thanks to Joan Greenhalgh for loan of the deeds and conveyances, in April 2013
Note: ‘Lindale Sunny Bank’, listed after Castlehead in the 1841 Census Enumerator’s schedule, refers
to Sunny Bank on Back Road/ Sunny Terrace, now part of Peatcutters Cottage. 2 houses were listed
there, one inhabited by Stephen & Elizabeth Bell and their three children. Other members of the Bell
family were recorded in the 1841 Census at Skinner Hill, Glebe House, Bainbridge Place and Daisy
Hill.
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Brackenbarrow Cottage is now a different row of cottages below Sunny Brae, on Smithy Hill
The quarry has recently been sold – see photo
iii
Interesting to note the ‘closes’ are narrow ginnels or lonnens in Stromness, Orkney
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