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Summary 
In 2021 Eden Heritage was commissioned by Saunders & Sons Ltd to undertake an historic building recording 

project at The Green, Flookburgh, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria (NGR: SD 3693 7662). The project was 

undertaken prior to the demolition of a house known as ‘The Green’ and construction of a new dwelling, for 

which planning permission had been granted by South Lakeland District Council (Ref. SL/2020/0486).  

Documentary research undertaken in advance of the historic building survey revealed that a dwelling has 

existence at the site from at least the mid-17th century. The building was subsequently re-developed in the 

mid-18th century as testified by a datestone of 1747 with initials B I E above the front porch. The Green was 

a small farmstead that appears to have been in existence in its current form by 1851 as shown by the First 

Edition Ordnance Survey map. The survey building was apparently occupied by Edward Bell in the early 19th 

century and William Lawrence and family from at least 1841, followed by his son Thomas Lawrence, during 

which time the farm’s holding increased in size. By the early 19th century an agricultural function was 

apparently provided at the northeast end of the building, possibly housing a stable with loft or granary over. 

The Green was occupied by Judge George Clarence Allsebrook in the 1940s. The judge evidently made several 

alterations to the building, which may have included adding new windows throughout. It is understood he 

converted part of the rear extension to the building to serve as accommodation for officers from RAF Cark. 

The historic building survey revealed that the earliest phase of The Green appears to be the southwest end, 

which may have been constructed as a dwelling in the 17th century. Several mullion windows were identified 

in the northwest elevation, which relate to this early phase, including two mullion windows lighting a framed 

newel staircase (later removed). A bread oven located within the building may have originally been located 

within an inglenook fireplace. This would have likely been located against the gable of the original building.  

The original house was evidently remodeled and extended in the Georgian period. The existing porch was 

added in the mid-18th century (dated 1747) covering an earlier chamfered door surround. The house also 

appears to also have been given an additional bay to the northeast to create the current dining room, and 

an additional bedroom on the first floor. Original Georgian features which survived until recently included a 

marble fireplace in the dining room, and wood paneled walls separating the hall and first floor bedrooms. 

The earlier house also appears to have been extended with the addition of the kitchen as an extension at 

the rear of the dwelling in the late 18th or early 19th century. Agricultural buildings may have been added 

to the northeast and northwest sides of the building around this time, including the existing rear extension.   

Significant modern alterations were made to the main house and extension in the mid-20th century. Later 

modifications to the building also included the construction of a porch against the northeast gable, the 

addition of a conservatory to the southwest gable, and a dormer window was added to the attic bedroom.  

At the time of the building survey several historic features had already been removed from the building, but 

this report was able to be completed thanks to material provided by members of Cartmel Peninsula Local 

History Society who had visited the site prior to works commencing, for which Eden Heritage Ltd is grateful. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Project Circumstances 

1.1.1 Eden Heritage Ltd was commissioned by Saunders & Sons Ltd to undertake an historic building 

recording project at The Green, Flookburgh, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria (centred on National Grid 

Reference SD 3693 7662; Figure 1). The building recording project was required as a condition of 

planning consent and was to be undertaken prior to the demolition of an existing house known as 

‘The Green’ and construction of a new dwelling, for which planning permission has been granted by 

South Lakeland District Council (Planning Ref. SL/2020/0486).  

1.1.2 It was recognised by Cumbria County Council that the dwelling proposed for demolition would 

originally have comprised a large farmhouse with an attached barn.  A 1747 date stone above the 

front door indicated a mid-18th century date for the house, which retained some architectural 

features of note, despite later alterations and extensions (Cumbria County Council 2020).  

1.1.3 Because the building was classified as a non-designated heritage asset of some architectural and 

historical interest, the Historic Environment Officer at Cumbria County Council advised that a 

programme of archaeological work would be required at the site, which was to be undertaken 

accordance with a planning condition (Condition 8) of the planning permission. This stated:  

“Prior to the demolition of the existing dwelling known as ‘The Green’, the dwelling shall be recorded 

in accordance with a Level 3 Survey as described by Historic England’s document Understanding 

Historic Buildings A Guide to Good Recording Practice, 2016. Within 2 months of the commencement 

of development a digital copy of the resultant Level 3 Survey report shall be provided to the Local 

Planning Authority.” 

1.1.4 The historic building recording project was undertaken by Eden Heritage Ltd in accordance with the 

requirement of South Lakeland District Council, and in conjunction with the following documents: 

 Standards and guidance for historic environment desk-based assessments, Chartered Institute 

for Archaeologists (2020a) 

 Standards and guidance for archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or 

structures, Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2020b) 

 Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice, Historic England (2016) 

1.1.5 This report will be submitted to the Local Planning authority to satisfy the planning condition. 
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2 Methodology 

2.1 Scope of the Work 

2.1.1 The historic building recording project was concerned with the former farmhouse, which was 

proposed for demolition under the proposed development. This building was located to the 

southwest of the farm buildings on site, with access from the south from Green Lane (Figure 2). 

2.1.2 The purpose of the historic building recording was to determine the original form of the building, 

and to record evidence for its construction, development and past use. The building survey was 

supported by desk-based research in order to help determine the origins and development of ‘The 

Green’, and in order to set the results of the building recording project into its historical context. 

2.1.3 The project comprised a Level 3 Survey as described by Historic England in ‘Understanding Historic 

Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording Practice’ (Historic England 2016) and followed the standard 

and guidelines of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA 2020a and CIfA 2020b).  

2.1.4 A Level 3 survey is an analytical record comprising an introductory description, followed by a 

systematic account of the building’s origins development and use, including an account of the 

evidence on which the analysis has been based (Historic England 2016, 26).  

2.2 Documentary Research 

2.2.1 The documentary research focused on evidence for all the buildings at ‘The Green’ and was 

undertaken in accordance with the recommendations of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

in Standards and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-based Assessments (CIfA 2020a). 

2.2.2 This involved consultation of the online resources for historic maps and documents relating to the 

site. The Cumbria Record Office was closed due to Coronavirus, so only the online catalogues were 

consulted. Access to documents in The National Archives was through The Genealogist website.    

2.2.3 This research was used to provide a brief account of the origins of the building, and its history, 

including the phases of development, based on the sources consulted. A full list of the records 

consulted during the building recording project are included in the Bibliography. 

2.3 Historic Building Survey 

2.3.1 The historic building survey comprised an internal and external observation of the building, and the 

production of a written and photographic record, supported by the desk-based research. The work 

was undertaken in accordance with the recommendations of the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists in Standards and guidance for archaeological investigation and recording of standing 

buildings or structures (CIfA 2020b).  
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2.3.2 Digital photographs were taken of all external elevations, and internal rooms and circulation areas, 

and to show the building’s overall appearance. Additional photographs were taken where 

appropriate to illustrate significant structural or architectural detail, details of fixtures and fittings, 

and to record complex elevations. General views were photographed to show the building in its 

wider context and its relationship to other buildings or landscape. All photographs included a 1m 

graduated scale and are listed in Appendix 1. A plan is included showing where photographs were 

taken from and their direction (see Figure 6).  

2.3.3 Photographs are also used to illustrate the report and are included in Appendix 2. These include 

photographs provided by members of Cartmel Peninsula Local History Society who had visited the 

site prior to works commencing and photographed features which were subsequently removed.  

2.3.4 In summary the photographic survey included: 

 General views of the exteriors and interiors of the building prior to demolition; 

 The overall appearance of principal internal spaces; 

 Detailed coverage of the building’s external appearances; 

 Any external or internal detail, structural, functional or decorative, which is relevant to the 

design of the building, and to its development and use; 

 The relationship of the building to its setting, to other buildings at the site, or a significant 

viewpoint. 

2.3.5 The results of the building survey were used to inform a written description of the building, and to 

support an account of the building’s form, origins, development and use.  

2.4 Project Archive 

2.4.1 A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance the Archaeological Archives Forum 

recommendations (Brown 2011). The archive will be deposited with the Cumbria Record Office in 

Kendal. 

2.4.2 Eden Heritage Ltd supports the Online Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) 

project. This project aims to provide an online index and access to the extensive and expanding body 

of grey literature created as a result of developer-funded archaeological fieldwork. As a result, details 

of the results of this study will be made available by Eden Heritage Ltd as a part of this project, and 

a copy of the report will be uploaded to the OASIS website (Reference edenheri1-414990). 

2.4.3 A copy of the report (in PDF/A format) will be provided to the Cumbria Historic Environment Record 

(HER) where it will be available for future reference. Cumbria County Council is granted a licence to 

use the report for this purpose.  
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3 Background 

3.1 Location and Geological Context 

3.1.1 The Green is located 0.8km north of Flookburgh, and 3.5km to the west of Grange-over-Sands in 

Cumbria (Figure 1). The site lies within South Lakeland and is located on the Cartmel peninsular to 

the north of Morcambe Bay, historically being within part of Lancashire until 1974.   

3.1.2 The Green is a detached house located approximately 0.6km to the east of the village of Cark-in-

Cartmel. It is siuated in a rural location to the west of Green Howe, at the junction of Green Lane 

and Rosthwaite Lane with Redding Brow. The survey building is located to the southwest of Green 

Cote within agricultural land at a height of c.25m above Ordnance Datum (Figure 2).  

3.1.3 The solid geology of the site comprises siltstone and mudstone, known as Banniside Formation. This 

sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 424 to 427 million years ago in the Silurian Period. This 

is overlain by glaciofluvial deposits of sand and gravel, formed up to 2 million years ago in the 

Quaternary Period (BGS 2021). 

3.2 Historic Background 

3.2.1 The place-name Cark is believed to originate in the Celtic word ‘carrec’ meaning rock. The name 

Cartmel is a combination of the Celtic word for rock and ‘moel’ meaning hill, and probably relates to 

the fell east of the village which is an unusually stony limestone outcrop (Lee 1998, 19).   

3.2.2 During the medieval period the Cartmel area was a wooded undulating landscape characterized by 

hamlets and individual farmsteads set amongst small, enclosed fields (Newman 1996, 114). From 

Cark roads spread out in various directions, including two running northeast towards Cartmel; one 

of which presumably passed immediately to the south of the site (Farrer & Brownbill 1914, 270-276). 

3.2.3 The manor of Cartmel was granted to Cartmel Priory on its foundation in 1189. Following Dissolution, 

the manor passed to the Crown and then to George Pattison of Holker, and by marriage to the 

Lowther family and then the Cavendish family (Winchester 2017, 24). The township of Lower Holker  

contained Holker Hall, the chief residence in the parish, and the villages of Cark and Flookburgh. 

3.2.4 The earliest known documentary references to a dwelling at The Green date from the mid-17th 

century and are held in the Cumbria Record Office in Kendal, which could not be visited during the 

project. Robert Roskell is noted as being of The Green in 1649 in a grant of land in trust, and he is 

again mentioned at The Green in 1683 in probate records (Ref. WRW/F/R350D/39). His daughter 

Ellin Taylor, a widow also gives The Green as her address in her will of 1671 (Harling 2021, 4). 

3.2.5 The date stone above the front door of the existing property bears the date 1747 and the initials B I 

E. This could relate to John and Elizabeth Barrow, according to a will of 1755 (Harling 2021, 12).  
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3.2.6 In the 19th century the site was located within the western extent of the township of Lower 

Allithwaite in Cartmel parish. The economy was based on farming and fishing and the quarrying and 

burning of limestone (Winchester 2016, 24). Lime was an important boost to land fertility and was 

made in kilns in numerous places around Morecambe Bay. The buildings in Cartmel were mainly built 

of stone, whitewashed and roughcast, and noted to be of some grandeur (Pigot and Co. 1928-29). 

3.2.7 Early county maps of Lancashire are not of sufficiently detailed to identify buildings at the site. 

However, the site is depicted on Greenwood’s 1818 Map of Lancashire to the east of Cark-in-Cartmel, 

annotated ‘Green’. Two buildings are depicted at the site to the north of the road (Plate 1). Although 

at a small scale, one of the buildings is shown in the same location of the survey building.  

3.2.8 An undated plan of Allithwaite and Flookburgh held in the Cumbria Archive Office at Kendal shows 

three buildings at the site, and names Templand Road running east, Green Road running north, and 

Reslead Tarn Road running east, with a tarn shown to the southwest of Green (Ref. WPR 89/3/2/28). 

 

  

Plate 1: Extract from Greenwood’s 1818 Map of Lancashire (site circled in red). 

 

3.2.9 The Cartmel inclosure award was dated 13th October 1809, and included Staveley, Lower Allithwaite, 

Broughton, Cartmel Fell, Lower Holker, Upper Holker and Upper Allithwaite, which were surveyed 

by T Hornor in 1807 (Ref. WPR 89/14/1/2). A possible draft enclosure map of Lower Holker is held at 

the Cumbria Archive Office at Kendal (Ref. WPR 89/3/2/18). This map shows Green and some of the 

surrounding land holdings (Plate 2). This is potentially the earliest map to show a building in the 

location of the survey building, which was attached to the southeast side of a small a triangular 
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enclosure (numbered 580), with a larger enclosure to the west (numbered 579) and a further 

enclosure (numbered 581) to the north. Two further linear building ranges are depicted to the 

northeast. These buildings appear to have then been located either side of a road to Cartmel, which 

may have subsequently been diverted to run to the east of them. 

 

 

Plate 2: Extract from a possible draft enclosure map of Lower Holker dated c.1807. 

 

3.2.10 A survey and evaluation of Cartmel in c.1811-12 by Thomas Buttle included land in Lower Allithwaite. 

This document lists Edward Bell as the owner and occupier of plot number 580, which was recorded 

as a house, barn, stable, garden and orchard, along with a croft, numbered 579, and orchard, 

numbered 581 (Roden 2020, 176). This assumes that the numbering system is the same as Plate 2.    

3.2.11 On the 19th February 1827 Edward Bell temporarily transferred the property to secure a loan of 

£350 (mortgage by demise). This document lists the premises as: ‘Messuage and tenement "at the 

Green", parish of Cartmel with the following "lands and grounds ...The Croft, Little Waste, Hanging 

Parrock, Myers Meadow, High Crooks, Low Crooks and the Allotment of Common adjoining thereto 

with one half part or share of the Limekiln now standing thereupon And also the Tythes of Hay yearly 

arising ... upon certain Meadow Grounds formerly belonging to Edward Wainhouse, Edward Rigg, 

Robert Roskell and Richard Crossfield". Said premises contain: 9 ac 2 roods, 15 perches and are now 

in the possession of (1), but formerly in the possession of (1) "and Robert Pool as tenant or 

undertenants to John Myers formerly of Wavertree ... near Liverpool ... who sold and by an Indenture 

of Feoffment" 5 February 1803, conveyed them to (1)’ (Ref. WDTW/9758/2/1). 

3.2.12 However it appears Edward Bell died the same year, and the house and property was subsequently 

sold by auction by Mr Jonathan Bell in October 1827 (Lancaster Gazette, 6th October 1827).   
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3.2.13 Census Returns held in the National Archives indicate the farmer at Green in 1841 was William 

Lawrence with a wife and three children plus an agricultural laborer, William Tate (Ref. HO107/0528). 

Philip Birkett (and family) is also listed as a farmer at Green, presumably occupying another property. 

3.2.14 The First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1851 (6” to the mile scale) depicts The Green situated to 

the northwest of the road junction, to the east of Cark and Rosthwaite within a network of small 

irregular fields (Figure 3). A building is depicted to the north of the road in the location of the survey 

building, being similar in plan form to the present building. Interestingly the building appears to 

extend further northwards compared to the building shown on the draft enclosure map (Plate 2). To 

the northeast were the two further linear building ranges as depicted on the draft enclosure map. 

To the west a possible orchard is illustrated, and two small outbuildings are shown to the north and 

south. Several limekilns and associated tracks are depicted in the wider landscape around The Green. 

The tarn located to the west of The Green is not depicted on this map and may have disappeared.  

3.2.15 The 1851 Census Returns list William Lawrence as a farmer of 16 acres employing one agricultural 

laborer (Ref. HO107/2274). However, it is apparent that his land holding grew in size over time as in 

1861 he is listed as a farmer of 55 acres employing two men; these being his sons Thomas and George 

Lawrence (Ref. RG9/3165). In 1881, however, Thomas Lawrence is listed as the farmer with 72 acres 

employing his brother George at The Green (Ref. RG11/4275).  

3.2.16 By the time of the Ordnance Survey map of 1890 (25” to the mile scale) several small rectangular 

outbuildings had been constructed to the west of The Green, possibly reflecting the expansion of the 

farm operations (Figure 4a). The survey building is depicted as a single building on this map. 

However, the Ordnance Survey map of 1910 shows this building subdivided into two buildings with 

small structures added to the northwest and southwest elevations (Figure 4b). A new building (Green 

Howe) was constructed to the south of the road by the time of this map. 

3.2.17 Several of the late 19th century outbuildings to the west of the site had been demolished by the time 

of the 1933 Ordnance Survey map (Figure 4c). The site otherwise appears to have remained largely 

uncharged up to the mid-20th century (Figure 4d).  

3.2.18 A document dated 1939-40 held in the Cumbria Record Office at Barrow refers to a house for Judge 

Allsebrook at The Green (Ref. Z/1156/1). Judge George Clarence Allsebrook is also listed as being 

resident at The Green in Kelly’s Handbook of 1942 (Kelly’s Directories Limited 1942, 145). This 

suggests that the property became the residence of a person of some standing in the community.  

3.2.19 Modern satellite imagery from 2001 indicates the survival of the three original building ranges 

depicted on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1851, including the survey building, with a 

small addition to the southwest side (Figure 5). Land to the west had become partially wooded by 

this time and a tennis court added, demonstrating it was no longer utilised as agricultural land. 
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4 Historic Building Survey 

4.1 Site Description 

4.1.1 The building survey was undertaken on 4th February 2021. The Green was accessed from Green Lane 

which lay to the south of the property. The survey building was located on the north side of a 

triangular yard, with a stone barn to the east which was undergoing conversion at the time of the 

site visit (Figure 2). Extensive gardens lay to the west of the property some of which were wooded.  

4.1.2 Some demolition work had taken place on the survey building prior to the building survey, with 

windows and doors having been removed from the rear of the building. A lean-to conservatory, side 

porch and shed to the north had been demolished by this time. Internally the fireplaces, paneling 

and the stair had been removed, meaning access to the upper floors of the building was not possible.   

4.1.3 A complete list of the photographs taken of the building is included in Appendix I and the locations 

are shown on Figure 6 and Figure 7. A selection of digital photographs are also included in Appendix 

II and used to illustrate the report (Plates 3-64). These include photographs taken in 2020/21, which 

were provided by members of Cartmel Peninsula Local History Society, prior to work commencing. 

These photographs were used to inform the current report regarding the upper floors of the building.  

4.1.4 The 2019 sales brochure for The Green described it as a seven-bedroom detached house with a range 

of barns, outbuildings, garages, tennis court, orchard, woodland and large garden extending to 

around 2.32 acres (0.94 ha). Associated meadow, pasture and a small orchard were sold separately. 

Floor layouts included within the 2019 sales brochure are also shown in Figure 7 for reference.    

4.2 Building Survey 

4.2.1 The survey building was orientated northeast to southwest and was the first building encountered 

upon entering the site from the south (Plates 3 & 4; Figure 6). It was a rectangular gabled two-storey 

building with a flat-roofed extension to the rear. The walls were covered in roughcast (or ‘wet-dash’) 

apart from the northeast elevation which was constructed of undressed stone rubble with 

alternating stone quoins. The main roof was laid in slate with rectangular chimney stacks, which were 

also rendered. The building faced southeast onto Green Lane with access via a gateway to the south. 

4.2.2 Building Exterior: The principal elevation of the building faced to the southeast and appeared to be 

of two phases. The southern half of the elevation had a centrally placed doorway with an open 

entrance porch painted white (Plate 5). The entrance porch was flanked with two square stone 

pilasters and a pitched roof covered with two slate slabs (Plate 6). The letter B above I E and the date 

1747 were inscribed on the upper face, indicating a mid-18th century date for the porch. The porch 

floor was laid in tile with a geometric pattern. The door frame also had a chamfered stone surround.  
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4.2.3 The door was flanked by two identical white wooden casement windows on the ground floor with 

concrete sills and arched stone heads (Plate 7). There were two similar windows at first floor fitted 

with modern frames, the southernmost window having an identical arched stone head. Two 

chimneys marked the southwest and northeast sides of this section of the building (see Plate 4). 

4.2.4 By contrast the northeast half of the elevation had a plain entrance fitted with a plank door on the 

northeast end, and two large modern casement windows, each with four lights, and concrete sills. 

The entrance was concreted, and the interior was apparently recently in use as a workshop. This 

section of the building also had a smaller chimney stack, slightly southwest of the center (Plate 8).     

4.2.5 The southwest elevation was also rendered and bore the scar of a former conservatory which had 

recently been removed leaving the concrete base and outer wall (Pate 9). Two modern doors opened 

into the conservatory from the building on the west side. To the east of this was a modern narrow 

window with a stone sill. Above at first floor there were two identical narrow windows with concrete 

sills. At second floor attic level there were two smaller eight light windows with timber frames. At 

the base of the elevation to the southeast side was a small cast iron chimney cleanout door. 

4.2.6 Attached to the northwest side of the main building was the flat-roofed two-storey extension. This 

contained two narrow windows with concrete sills in the southwest elevation, which were similar to 

those in the main building, suggesting they were all contemporary (Plate 10).  

4.2.7 The northwest elevation of the main building was rendered like the previous elevations, and much 

of the elevation was hidden by the rear extension. However, the southern section (where visible) 

contained several windows fitted with three-light windows (Plate 11). Upon internal inspection these 

were found to be mullion windows fitted with fixed modern window frames, the external detail being 

hidden by the roughcast render. These comprised one mullion window at the ground floor and first 

floor levels, with two mullion windows located between floors, indicating the location of an internal 

staircase. A further narrow window was present at ground level lighting a possible stair to a cellar. 

4.2.8 The windows and doors had been removed from the northwest elevation of the rear extension, but 

it was evident that there had been a centrally placed door at ground floor and a door to the north at 

the first floor (this would have been accessed via an external stair). There were four windows at 

ground floor and four at first floor level being various sizes but all with concrete sills (Plate 12). The 

extension had a chimney stack placed approximately one third of the way of the way along from the 

south. This corresponded to a slight step in the northwest elevation, indicating the location of an 

internal dividing wall. There was a modern dormer window to the attic visible above (Plate 13). 

4.2.9 The northeast elevation was the only elevation that was not rendered, the stone rubble construction 

being visible throughout the elevation (Plate 14). It was evident that there had been some 

modification of openings in this elevation. To the west of the main building was a single doorway 

with a stone lintel and a window with timber frame to the east with a stone sill and lintel. However, 
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it was evident on inspection that the window had been inserted into a former doorway (Plate 15).  

4.2.10 At first floor was a square window with a concrete sill and lintel which had been inserted into a larger 

opening (Plate 16). The extension was bonded to the north side with a single door and the scar of a 

former porch. In the apex of this elevation was a slit which had been divided into four openings using 

slate pieces, presumably to function as an owl hole or to provide access to a pigeon loft (Plate 17). 

4.2.11 From the inspection of the building exterior, it was possible to identify that the survey building 

comprised a dwelling with a workshop at the northeast end, which previously had an agricultural 

function. The southwest portion of the building appears to be the earliest phase, with its original 

mullion windows in the rear elevation, and this would have originally provided the domestic 

accommodation. The northeast end of the building appears later, possibly having provided housing 

for animals or other farming functions, reflected by the simpler forms of the doors and windows. 

4.2.12 It is apparent that the original dwelling was subsequently remodeled with the addition of the 

Georgian porch and larger windows in the front elevation, and an extension was added to the rear 

of the building, which appears to be of two phases. Based on the symmetry of the southwest end of 

the building it also appears that the domestic section was also later extended to the northeast. 

4.2.13 Ground Floor: Internally, the main building was two-rooms deep and four bays wide, although two 

of the rooms extended the full width of the house. The rear extension (which will be discussed 

separately) was one room deep and three bays wide, linked by a corridor (Figure 7). The interior was 

in a poor state of repair with some internal features having been removed, including the fireplaces 

and stair. There were also holes in some of the floors and some internal walls had been removed. 

4.2.14 The main doorway in the southeast elevation provided access to the southernmost room, which had 

served as the lounge. There was previously an entrance corridor providing access to the lounge, but 

the dividing wall had been removed (Plate 18). Previous photographs show that this was decorative 

paneling with coving and integrated coat hooks (Plate 19 and Plate 20). Double glazed doors in the 

southwest wall provided access to the former conservatory, which was a modern addition (Plate 21). 

The room had exposed beams and floorboards and was lit by a modern casement window in the 

southeast wall, which was set within a splayed window opening. There was a further narrow window 

in the southwest wall and a mullion window in the northwest wall with fixed three light windows 

(Plate 22). This was also set within a splayed opening. The mullion window measured 0.85m by 0.85m 

with an internal alcove width of 1.2m. The mullion was painted white and had a splayed profile.  

4.2.15 The exterior walls of this room measured between 0.65m and 0.7m deep. The fireplace had recently 

been removed exposing a modern brick surround. However, previous photographs taken of the 

building interior indicate the fireplace had a Georgian style surround painted white (Plate 23).  

4.2.16 The entrance hall provided access to the former sitting room, located to the northeast of the lounge, 

which also had exposed beams and floorboards and was lit by a modern casement window in the 
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southeast wall. This was set within a splayed window opening like the lounge (Plate 24). The room 

was heated by a fireplace in the northeast wall which was constructed of modern brick with a simple 

wooden mantle shelf. The surround had been removed, exposing part of an earlier stone fire 

surround with a slate above, which appeared to have formed part of an earlier hooded chimney 

(Plate 25). This was also photographed prior to the removal of part of the chimney breast which had 

originally held another mantle shelf above; this possibly related to the earlier fireplace (Plate 26). To 

the east of the fireplace was a simple undecorated salt or spice cupboard set within the wall, 

indicating, along with the fireplace, this had historically been a living room (Plate 25 and Plate 26).    

4.2.17 To the northwest, also accessed from the entrance hall, was a rectangular hall space that may 

previously have been the kitchen as it contained a bread oven in the northeast corner (Plate 27).  

The oven was constructed against the northeast wall within a wide opening supported by a timber 

joist, which may have been an inglenook. This wall was 0.7m thick, similar to the external walls to 

the lounge, suggesting this wall was the gable of the original house. The oven was raised 1.1m above 

floor level and comprised a domed oven made of brick, measuring 0.8m in diameter and 0.5m high 

internally, with a 0.45m-wide opening (Plate 28 and Plate 29). The oven door was missing, and the 

oven had been painted white internally and externally, with an exposed air passage visible below.      

4.2.18 The opening provided access via a short passage northwest into the rear extension and southeast 

into the former dining room. The dining room had exposed beams and floorboards and was lit by a 

modern four-light casement window in the southeast wall, which was set within a square window 

opening (Plate 30). As noted previously the southwest wall was of considerable thickness and 

extended into this room, terminating with a shelf at the southeast end (Plate 31). This wall probably 

represents the location of the base of a chimney stack. The room was heated by a fireplace in the 

northeast wall, which had recently been removed exposing modern brickwork. Previous 

photographs of the room show that the surround was a Georgian marble fire surround of white and 

black marble with black marble fluting (Plate 32). To the northwest was an alcove which was 

suggestive of another blocked fireplace, with a step in the wall suggesting the room may have been 

previously sub-divided (see Plate 31). The northwest wall contained what appeared to be a blocked 

window, which would indicate this was previously an external wall (open prior to the rear extension).  

4.2.19 Ground Floor Extension: the rectangular hall space at the rear of the house provided access to the 

kitchen which was housed in the two-storey extension. This was a square room housing a Rayburn 

cooker, lit by windows in the northwest and southwest walls, both of which had recently been 

removed (Plate 33). A blocked door in the southwest corner indicated the location of a former 

external entrance which was external to the thick wall of the main building (Plate 34). There was a 

second doorway in the northeast corner leading to a corridor running through the extension, which 

was also external to the main building. The wall of the main building curved noticeably at this point 

with a structural beam evident above the doorway, the purpose of which was uncertain (Plate 33). 
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4.2.20 The Rayburn cooker was inserted into a square stone fireplace with chimney above, as noted from 

the exterior of the building. To the northwest a corner cupboard had been removed (see Plate 35).    

4.2.21 The corridor to the northeast led to the adjacent utility room/kitchen room which had been stripped 

out but had modern tiles throughout and contained no historic features (Plate 36). The adjacent 

room was a pantry installed with thick slate shelves and lit by a small window (Plate 37). It was noted 

that the internal walls of the utility/kitchen and pantry were constructed in red brick. This compared 

markedly with the thick outer wall of the main building which was evident on the southwest side of 

the corridor (Plate 38). The corridor led to a toilet and washroom at the north end (Plate 39). An 

external door at the end of the corridor had previously provided access to a side porch (Plate 40). 

4.2.22 Access to the northeast portion of the ground floor was via external doors in the northeast and 

southeast elevations, but the boiler room also had access from the extension’s corridor (Plate 41).  

It was evident that this room had recently been reconfigured from a larger space. The walls had been 

replastered, the floor was concreted and the wall separating this room from the corridor had been 

constructed in red brick. The only historic feature of note was an exposed beam in the ceiling, which 

matched those in the adjacent workshop. The workshop was locked at the time of the survey and 

could only be viewed through the windows, but the room contained no historic features of note.    

4.2.23 The entrance hall led to a stair at the rear of the building which had provided access to the two floors 

above, but this had been removed at the time of the survey. Stone steps also led down to an under 

stairs area lit by a narrow window (Plate 42). This stair was photographed previously and had slate 

shelves at the bottom providing an area for storage. There was no evidence the building had a cellar. 

However, it was not possible to verify this at the time of the survey, the stairway being blocked.   

4.2.24 The internal survey of the ground floor of the building confirmed that the substantial wall separating 

the former sitting room and dining room appears to have defined the perimeter of the original 

dwelling and had an inglenook within it, the dining room being a later addition. The kitchen extension 

appears to have also been a later addition to the dwelling, but the curved wall and beam in the 

northeast corner of this room may indicate that it has incorporated part of an earlier structure.  

4.2.25 The northwest portion of the extension appears to be slightly later, based on a step in the external 

wall, and the position of the kitchen chimney. The boiler room and workshop were converted from 

part of the building which probably originally provided a farming function. However, it is also evident 

that the extension, boiler room and workshop have all been remodeled in the modern period.  

4.2.26 First-Floor Rooms: Access to the first and second floor rooms was not possible at the time of the 

survey due to the stair having been removed. This had comprised a framed newel staircase with plain 

square newel posts and classic balusters (Plate 43 and Plate 44). The stair was lit by two mullion 

windows located between the ground floor and upper floors, these being similar to the rear lounge 

window (Plate 45). Both windows had rounded mullions, the upper having a timber lintel (Plate 46).   
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4.2.27 The descriptions of the upper floors are based on photographs taken prior to the building survey in 

2020/21. The floor layouts (as recorded in the 2019 sales brochure) are depicted in Figure 7.  

4.2.28 The stair provided access to two square bedrooms at the front of the house (Bedroom 2 and 

Bedroom 3) and a smaller bedroom to the rear (Bedroom 1), accessed from a small landing. The 

rooms had exposed beams and floorboards. The internal walls subdividing these rooms were made 

of wood-paneling painted white (Plate 47 and Plate 48). The front rooms had modern casement 

windows set within splayed window openings. Bedroom 2 and Bedroom 3 had fireplaces with white 

surrounds located in the southwest and northeast walls (Plate 49 and Plate 50). A section of wall to 

the northwest of the fireplace in Bedroom 3 with a corner recess reflected the location of a chimney 

breast. Bedroom 1 was unheated and was lit by a mullion window in the northwest wall and a narrow 

six-light window in the southwest wall, which was the same as a small window in Bedroom 2.  

4.2.29 An upper hall was located to the north of the landing (Figure 7) which provided access to the first 

floor of the rear extension and the northeast end of the house. Bedroom 5 extended the full width 

of the main building and corresponded to the extent of the dining room on the ground floor below. 

This room had a large modern rectangular four-light window within a square window opening in the 

southeast wall. The fireplace was located against the southwest wall, against a wide chimney breast. 

This backed onto the bread oven in the hall on the floor below (Plate 51). The fireplace was made of 

modern brick with a plain surround and timber mantle shelf and a tile base (Plate 52). 

4.2.30 The extension was subdivided on the first floor into a small bedroom (Bedroom 4), utility room, 

bathroom and two toilets, connected by a corridor as with the ground floor. The floors of the 

extension were laid in floorboards throughout (Plate 53 and Plate 54) and all the fittings were 

modern. At the north end of the corridor was a further small hall (Plate 54) with loft hatch, a 

bathroom and Bedroom 6 (Plate 55).  Bedroom 6 had another large modern rectangular window 

four-light window within a square window opening, being similar to bedroom 5 (Plate 56). The room 

was heated by a fireplace located on the southeast wall, which was made of modern brick (Plate 57). 

4.2.31 The second floor comprised an attic containing a single bedroom at the south end (Bedroom 7), with 

an adjacent tank room and attic space to the north (Figure 7). The bedroom had a plain plank door 

(Plate 58) and was lit by two small six-light windows in the southwest wall and a dormer in the 

northwest wall. It was heated by a small fireplace in the northeast wall, next to which was a chimney 

breast from the room below (Plate 59). The roof structure was exposed in this room and comprised 

an upper cruck truss with collar beam and through purlins supported by the cruck blades (Plate 60). 

4.2.32 A small door led to the tank room where the common rafters were visible, supporting the roof (Plate 

61). A stone rubble wall was visible separating the tank room from the attic to the north (Plate 62).    

4.2.33 This evidence suggests that the north end of the building was originally separate from the domestic 

portion of the building and would appear to be a later addition along with the rear extension.    
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5 Conclusions 

5.1 Origins, Development and Use 

5.1.1 It is uncertain when the site known as The Green was first occupied, but the earliest known 

documentary references date from the mid-17th century. When considered alongside the adjacent 

barn, it appears that The Green originated as a small farmstead with a parallel arrangement of 

buildings, comprising a farmhouse with separate barn to the east. The site formed part of a small 

farming hamlet where the buildings are focused on a junction of roads linking nearby settlements. 

5.1.2 A datestone of 1747 with initials B I E above the front door indicated a mid-18th century date for the 

existing house, which appears to have been constructed partly incorporating an earlier property, 

taking the form of a double-pile house (Brunskill 2002, 83). Census Returns list two farming families 

at the site in the 19th century, the survey building apparently being occupied by Edward Bell in the 

early 19th century and William Lawrence and family from at least 1841, followed by his son Thomas 

Lawrence, during which time the farm’s holding increased in size. 20th century Ordnance Survey 

maps of The Green show the building as being subdivided, indicating it was a dual-purpose building.  

5.1.3 The building survey has revealed that the earliest phase of The Green appears to be the southwest 

end, which may have been constructed as a dwelling in the 17th century. Several mullion windows 

have been identified in the northwest elevation, which relate to this early phase, including two 

mullion windows lighting a framed newel staircase (now removed). This type of staircase came into 

common use in the middle of the 17th century. Probably associated with this early phase is the bread 

oven, which may have originally been located within an inglenook fireplace. This would have been 

located in the original gable of the building, represented by the thick northeast wall. A possible 

hooded chimney and spice cupboard in the living room may also be associated with this early house.   

5.1.4 It is evident that the original house was remodeled and extended in the Georgian period. The existing 

porch was added in the mid-18th century (dated 1747) covering an earlier chamfered door surround.  

The house appears to also have been given an additional bay to the northeast to create the current 

dining room, with a new fireplace and chimney. There was originally a window to this room in the 

northwest wall. An additional bedroom was thus also provided on the first floor. The lack of a cruck 

frame in the tank room in the attic may also demonstrate this was a separate phase of building, the 

stone wall there being the gable. Georgian features which survived until recently included a marble 

fireplace in the dining room, and wood paneled walls separating the hall and first floor bedrooms.  

5.1.5 The earlier house also appears to have been extended with the addition of the kitchen as an 

extension at the rear of the dwelling in the late 18th or early 19th century. This may have had a cast-

iron range replacing the earlier inglenook, which was in turn replaced by the exiting Rayburn cooker.  
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5.1.6 By the early 19th century an agricultural function was apparently provided at the northeast end of 

the building, possibly housing a stable with loft or granary over. This form of building is commonly 

known as a laithe-house, which was typical on small farms in Cumbria and Lancashire in the 18th and 

early 19th centuries (Brunskill 2002, 100). The rear extension was probably extended around the 

same period and may have originally also served an agricultural function, although this is uncertain.  

5.1.7 It is evident that significant modern alterations were made to the main house and extension. 

Documentary evidence suggests that the house at The Green was occupied by Judge George 

Clarence Allsebrook in the 1940s. The judge evidently made several alterations to the building, which 

may include inserting new windows throughout, and it is understood he converted part of the rear 

flat-roofed extension to serve as accommodation for officers from the nearby Royal Air Force Station, 

known as RAF Cark, during the Second World War (I Saunders 2021, pers comm, 4th February). This 

would explain the number of bedrooms and facilities provided and the external first floor entrance.   

5.2 Research Potential 

5.2.1 The survey building at The Green apparently originated in the 17th century as a dwelling and may 

have also provided farming functions from an early date. The building was also closely associated 

with an adjacent barn (Plate 63). The southwest portion of the building was originally domestic as 

distinguished by its original mullion windows. The agricultural northeast end of the building is 

reflected by the simpler functional forms of the door and windows. The building appears to have 

been part of a small hamlet, including the adjacent property, now known as Green Cote (Plate 64).   

5.2.2 The exact developmental sequence has been difficult to determine from the exterior of the building 

due to the presence of the roughcast render. The lack of access to the first floor and attic has also 

limited the information available. Nevertheless, the building survey has identified five probable 

phases of development dating from the 17th to 20th centuries (Figure 8). Further information about 

the building’s construction and development sequence may be obtained during demolition works.  

5.2.3 The building contained several original features including a newel stair, mullion windows, and bread 

oven. A fire would have been lit in the oven and maintained for a period until the fire had sufficiently 

heated the brick walls of the oven. The embers and ash were then swept out of the oven, and once 

cooled the oven was used for baking, the bread being heated by the heat given off by the oven walls. 

Internally, several Georgian features also survived until recently, including a marble fireplace in the 

dining room, and wood paneling. These have since been removed. The fireplace was in the style of 

Robert Adam (1728-1792) who was an 18th century Scottish neoclassical architect with a practice in 

London. His work influenced the direction of interior design, including fireplaces of the period.  

5.2.4 The current project will contribute towards regional research agendas by providing a permanent 

record of the building prior to its demolition. No further archaeological work is required at the site.  
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Location 

Ref.  

Facing 

Direction 

Description  

1 W Southeast elevation of the house at The Green (south end) showing front porch 

2 NW Detail of porch with initials B I E and the date 1747 

3 NW Detail of house window with stone arch 

4 N Southeast elevation of the survey building (north end)  

5 W Detail of the door and window at the north end of the building 

6 NE Southwest elevation of the survey building, comprising house (6a) and extension (6b) 

7 SE Northwest elevation of the house showing mullion windows 

8 SE Northwest elevation of the rear extension showing dormer window to attic 

9 W Northeast elevation showing stone rubble construction 

10 SW Detail of inserted window in former doorway in northeast elevation 

11 SW Detail of northeast elevation including rear extension 

12 SW Detail of opening in apex of northeast elevation 

13 SE Entrance to lounge and former hallway 

14 SE Lounge and former hallway showing fireplace (removed) 

15 NW Lounge showing mullion window and modern door to conservatory 

16 NW Detail of mullion window in lounge 

17 SE Sitting room showing splayed window opening 

18 SE Sitting room showing fireplace (removed) and spice cupboard 

19 NE Detail of spice cupboard in sitting room 

20 NW Mullion windows lighting former stair (recently removed) 

21 NE Rear hall showing bread oven in northeast wall (former inglenook) 

22 E Detail of bread oven in rear hall 

23 E Interior of bread oven 

24 E Detail of air vent below bread oven 

25 SE Dining room showing square window opening 

26 NW Dining room showing blocked openings and former NE gable wall 

27 NE Detail of fireplace in dining room (removed) 

28 SW Boiler room showing brick internal wall to extension 

29 NW Boiler room showing northeast entrance  

30 N Kitchen showing Rayburn and removed corner cupboard 

31 E Kitchen showing Rayburn and entrance with curved wall  

32 SW Former external door into kitchen (now blocked) 

33 NE Corridor through extension showing wall construction 

34 SE Utility room/kitchen with modern fittings removed 

35 NW Utility room/kitchen with window and door removed 

36 NW Pantry showing slate shelves 

37 N Toilet and wash basin in north end of extension 

38 E Entrance to northeast end of rear extension 

39 SW Corridor through extension showing wall of main building 
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Location 

Ref.  

Facing 

Direction 

Description  

40 N Southwest elevation of the survey building from Green Lane to the south 

41 N The survey building and adjacent barn from Green Lane to the south 

42 NW Front elevation of the survey building from Green Lane to the southeast 

43 SW Southeast elevation of the two barns on Green Lane to the east of The Green 

44 SW The adjacent dwelling (Green Cote) and barn to the north of the survey building 

45 E Rear of the survey building from the gardens to the west 

46 NW Northwest elevation of the survey building from the gardens to the west 

47 NW Detail of the inscription above the front porch 

48 NE Detail of the spice cupboard in the dining room 

49 N Detail of the newel stair prior to removal (photo courtesy of Stuart Harling) 

50 N Detail of the fireplace in the dining room prior to removal (courtesy of Stuart Harling) 
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APPENDIX 2: Plates 

 
Plate 3: The survey building known as The Green and the adjacent barn, looking north. 

 

 

Plate 4: Front elevation of the survey building, looking northwest. 
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Plate 5: Southeast elevation of the survey building, looking west. 

 

 

Plate 6: Entrance porch with the latters B I E and the date 1747, looking southwest 
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Plate 7: Ground floor window with arched dressed stone head, looking southwest 

 

 

Plate 8: Northern portion of the southeast elevation, looking north 
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Plate 9: Southwest elevation, looking northeast 

 

 

Plate 10: Southwest elevation of the rear extension, looking northeast 
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Plate 11: Northwest elevation of the survey building, looking southeast 

 

 

Plate 12: Northwest elevation of the rear extension, looking east 
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Plate 13: Northwest elevation of the survey building, looking southeast 

 

 

Plate 14: Northeast elevation of the survey building, looking west 
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Plate 15: Window in northeast elevation inserted into former doorway, looking southwest 

 

Plate 16: Northeast elevation showing rear extension, looking west 
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Plate 17: Opening in the apex of the northeast elevation, looking southwest 

 

 

Plate 18: Lounge and hallway (internal wall removed), looking southeast 
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Plate 19: Decorative paneling in the hallway (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

 

Plate 20: Detail of the paneling in the hallway (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 21: Lounge showing mullion window, looking northwest 

 

 

Plate 22: Detail of mullion window in northwest wall of lounge, looking northwest 
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Plate 23: Detail of the lounge fireplace (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

 

Plate 24: Former sitting room, looking southeast 
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Plate 25: Fireplace in the sitting room (chimney breast removed), looking northeast 

 

 

Plate 26: Fireplace in the sitting room prior to removal (photograph courtesy of Stuart Harling) 

 



 
The Green, Flookburgh, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria 

For Saunders & Sons Ltd 

Historic Building Recording  

 

 

 

Report EH108/01          39 

 

 

 

Plate 27: Hall space at the rear of the building with bread oven, looking northeast 

 

Plate 28: Bread oven with exposed air passage visible below, looking east 
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Plate 29: Interior of bread oven showing brick lining, looking east 

 

Plate 30: Former dining room, looking southeast 
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Plate 31: Former dining room showing thickness of internal wall and blocked openings, looking southeast 

 

 

Plate 32: Detail of the Georgian marble fireplace in the dining room (photograph courtesy of Stuart Harling) 
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Plate 33: Kitchen with Rayburn showing door into the extension corridor, looking northeast 

 

 

Plate 34: Blocked external door into the kitchen showing wall thickness, looking southwest 
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Plate 35: Corner kitchen cupboard prior to removal (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

 

Plate 36: Interior of the utility room/kitchen, looking northwest 
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Plate 37: Pantry showing slate shelves, looking northwest 

 

Plate 38: Extension corridor showing wall to main building (right) and brick wall (left), looking northwest 
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Plate 39: Toilet and washroom in the extension, looking northwest 

 

Plate 40: Washroom in the extension showing outer stone wall, looking northeast 
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Plate 41: Boiler room showing red brick wall and ceiling beam, looking southwest 

 

Plate 42: Under stairs area with stone steps leading down (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 43: Detail of the original newel stair on the first floor (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

Plate 44: Detail of the original newel stair on the second floor (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 45: Mullion windows lighting the stair well, looking northwest 

 

Plate 46: Detail of mullion between first and second floors (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 47: Bedroom 1 on the first floor showing paneled internal wall (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

 

Plate 48: Bedroom 2 on the first floor showing wood paneling (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 49: Bedroom 2 on the first floor showing fireplace (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

  

Plate 50: Bedroom 3 on the first floor showing fireplace (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 51: Bedroom 5 on the first floor showing chimney breast (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

 

Plate 52: Detail of fireplace in Bedroom 5 (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 53: Floorboards in Bedroom 4 (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

Plate 54: First floor hall leading to Bedroom 6 (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 55: Bedroom 6 on the first floor showing door (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

 

Plate 56: Bedroom 6 on the first floor showing window (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 57: Fireplace in Bedroom 6 on the first floor (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

Plate 58: Plank door to the attic bedroom (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 59: Fireplace and chimney breast in Bedroom 7 (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 

 

Plate 60: Detail of roof timbers in Bedroom 7 (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 
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Plate 61: Tank Room (photograph courtesy of Stuart Harling) 

 

 

Plate 62: Wall between Tank Room and attic (photograph courtesy of Pat Rowland) 

 



 
The Green, Flookburgh, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria 

For Saunders & Sons Ltd 

Historic Building Recording  

 

 

 

Report EH108/01          57 

 

 

 

 

Plate 63: Stone barns to the northeast of the survey building, looking southwest 

 

 

Plate 64: Adjacent property (Green Cote) to the north of The Green, looking south   
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APPENDIX 3: Figures 
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