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Laurel House, Kirkhead Road (variously named the New Inn, Kents Bank 

Inn, The Grapes, Seafield Cottage, Coachman’s Cottage, Kents Bank 

House Cottage, or Sandford).  

 

 

 

 

Photo: Pat Rowland 

 

 

Kents Bank just before 1800 

 

This undated map shows Thos. Spencer as an owner the building in field number 327 and the 

heirs of I. Seattle in field 324. The buildings on the coast and a farm in field 322 are the only 

buildings existing at Kent’s Bank. 
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This undated plan shows William Ashburner’s ownership but no building other than Abbot 

Hall and its outbuildings and possibly several fishermen’s cottages. Abbot Hall is the largest 

building situated on the coast opposite to the words Kents Bank. Other buildings are 

outbuildings and fishermen’s cottages. He purchased the Seatle Estate at the September 1801 

auction and he was living in Kents Bank on 24 Jan 1803 when his daughter Sarah was 

baptised. On 3 April 1801 when his son John was baptised his address was given as 

Churchtown. William Ashburner was the son of John Ashburner of Churchtown and was 

baptised on 6 Nov 1771. He married Ann Webster at Cartmel on 11 Nov 1798. 
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Kents Bank Estate or Seatle’s Estate comprised 3 dwelling houses several outbuildings and 

27 acres of land and was offered for sale in September 1801. According to a local logbook 

kept by William Filed of Cartmel William Ashburner purchased the Kents Bank Estate 

(Seatle’s Estate) for £1641 2s 6d at the 1801 auction. 

Kents Bank Inn was probably built after this proposed sale as there is no mention of the 

building in the 1801 advert. 

 

More land was offered for sale in 1807 at Kents Bank by Edward Barrow who had inherited 

Abbot Hall on the death of his uncle in 1800. There is no mention of an Inn at Kents Bank 

and I think the sale would have taken place there if the Inn had existed. 

As recorded by William Field  

 

Mr Barrows Lands sold Nov 3 1807 

  Mr Askew Abbot Hall    2200 

  Sunbrick?       400 

  Will Ashburner                380 

  Cap Braithwaite      100 

                     405 

      

 

Mr Askew was Edward Barrow’s brother in law. 
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In April 1809 Isaac Armistead, innkeeper and fishmonger of Allithwaite lodged his indenture 

of assignment with Mr Ashburner, innkeeper of Kentsbank. This is the earliest mention of the 

inn that I can find. 

 

An advert in October 1809 mentions William Ashburner’s house at Kents Bank and describes 

him as innkeeper. He had taken over from Isaac Armistead so it suggests that the inn was 

built before 1809. The map above suggests that William Ashburner owned the land and was 

probably responsible for building the Inn.  
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1812 Buttle's Valuation Survey  

William Ashburner owned and occupied field number 335 which was described as ‘Near 

Wheat Close and in(n) at Kentsbank’ At that date only Abbot Hall, Kirkett End and what we 

know call Laneside Farm existed (field 322 is Laneside). 

 

            Owner             Occupier               Field No.         Name 

William Ashburner himself 322 Croft & Barn   

   332 Orchard Head 

    333 Orchard 

    334 Sand Dale 

    

335 Near Wheat Close and in 

at Kentsbank 

    343   

    359   

  John White 274 Barn 

        

  John Blackburn 331 House & Garden 

        

  John Bell 331 Barn 

    336 Far Wheat Close 

    337 Heald 

    341 Crooklands 

    342 Bow Groves 

    344 Wandale 

    345 Great Longlands 

    354 Cross Longlands 

    355 How Ridding 

    358 Butts 

    360 Sea Woods 

        

        

  John Rawlinson 323 Orchard 

    

Advert dated 3 November 1813 
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Described in 1813 as “that well accustomed public house, known as The New Inn, at 

Kentsbank” it was owned and occupied by William Ashburner. When he retired it was let to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Georgson who stated that ‘Kentsbank 

is close to the sand, within one mile of that salubrious Spa, called Holywell. With good 

Stabling, and a quantity of rich Land, in Pasture. Good convenience for lodging Bathers etc 

etc.’  
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John Georgson advertised in the Lancaster Gazette of 2 July 1814 that he had entered the 

New Inn at Kentsbank (lately occupied by Mr William Ashburner) on June 22 1814. It is not 

clear from the adverts whether there were beds available but it was certainly operating as a 

public house. By January 1816 he was bankrupt but it was May 1817 before his creditors 

were paid as these adverts advise 

Lancaster Gazette 20 Jan 1816.                                                                   
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Lancaster Gazette 31 May 1817 

 

 

What happened between 1816 and 1824 is unknown but the following advert appeared in 

1824. 

Westmorland Gazette 15 May 1824 

 
 

It is impossible to know if this 1824 advert related to the Inn but a dwelling suitable for a 

‘genteel family, with a garden in front’ could descibe the building if it had ceased to be an 

Inn. However, John Ritson who had kept the Crown at Bowness for 6 months applied for the 

licence of The Grapes at Kents Bank in Feb 1824 (Lancs Archives (Preston) QSB 

1/1824/Apr/pt1/62 and 63). Did John Ritson name it the Grapes in order to obtain a licence or 

was an Inn of that name being operated by another person at the time? 
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Parson and White's 1829 Directory lists John Ritson as a victualler at New Inn, Kents Bank.  

William Ashburner was buried at Cartmel on 22 Feb 1834. It is probable that Mary Lambert 

or her aunt Harriet Carter purchased William’s buildings and land. Harriet died in December 

1835 and she left everything she owned to her niece Mary. They had lived at Allithwaite 

Lodge since 1823. Harriet’s father Richard Winfield of Kendal had purchased the Boarbank 

and Outerthwaite farms in Allithwaite in 1798 and on his death in 1820 Harriet and Mary had 

inherited large areas of land in Westmorland and Allithwaite. In 1837 Mary had rebuilt 

Boarbank Cottage and renamed it Boarbank House and lived there until her death in 1857.  

 

In the 1841 census James Kellet, publican, aged 35, his wife Isabella, aged 25, and daughters 

Ellen aged 6 and Mary aged 4 were living at the property with Ann Hutton, aged 15, a farm 

servant. James died in June 1844 and possibly Thomas Hoggarth took over at that time (or 

before) because in April 1846 it was advertised to let and Thomas was described as the 

tenant. It stated that it had undergone great improvements. Two daily coaches and carriers 

stopped at the house twice a week. 

 
Kendal Mercury 11 April 1846 

 

 
 

(Mr Wilcock was Mary Lambert estate manager) 
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Kendal Mercury 18 April 1846 

 

 
 

In May 1847 the ‘new hotel at Kents Bank ‘was the meeting point of a large number of 

sporting gents from Ulverston, Cartmel and all the surrounding districts to watch a horse race 

between 2 horses.  

Kendal Mercury 01 May 1847 

 
 

Mr Robert Wilcock, Miss Lambert’s land agent and a horse breeder, became the licensee by 

July 1847.  
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Westmorland Gazette of 24 July 

 

 

Mary Lambert also owned Abbot Hall which she rebuilt in the late 1830s or early 1840s as it 

had become a derelict wreck and it was around the mid 1840s that Mary Lambert extended 

the Inn, probably adding the baths, as great improvements were mentioned in the 1846 to let 

advert. Possibly they were carried out between James Kellet leaving and Thomas Hoggarth 

taking on the tenancy. Was the frontage to what is now known as Kentsford Road added to 

the adjoining building now known as Laurel House? Kent’s Bank Inn became known as 

Kent’s Bank Hotel. 
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Lancaster Gazette 15 July 1848 

 
 

A later plan relating to land mortgaged by JS Young confirms that the property named Kent’s 

Bank Villas was Kent’s Bank House. This 1848 advert does not specify whose furniture is 

being sold but it suggests that part was let off from the Inn as Robert Wilcock operated the 

Inn until 1857 and he is unlikely to be selling the furniture 12 months after taking on the 

tenancy.  

 

In the 1851 census entry for Kents Bank Hotel Robert Wilcock, aged 51, is described as hotel 

keeper and his nephew Thomas Ball, aged 23, and niece Sarah Ball, aged 17, were living 

with him as house servants. There were 5 more people registered, a house servant, a cook, a 

house maid, an ostler and a servant. Two uninhabited houses were also recorded but not 

identified. 

In 1857 both Robert Wilcock, the tenant and Mary Lambert, the owner died. After Robert 

Wilcock’s death in July 1857 the contents of the hotel were sold by auction on 2 November 

1857. 
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The Lancaster Gazette, and General Advertiser for Lancashire, Westmorland, Yorkshire, 

&c.  October 17, 1857 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Lambert died at the end of November 1857 and the Inn stood empty for some time as 

her estate went through probate. The opening of the railway in August 1857 ended the 
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centuries old tradition of crossing the sands and therefore the trade that the Hotel had relied 

on ceased. It had been in decline since the opening of the turnpike road between Carnforth 

and Ulverston in 1820 though bankruptcy had occurred before this date, showing how 

difficult trading in this location had been. When Miss Lambert’s estate was auction in 1858 

Kents Bank House and land was sold to James Simpson Young with 5 acres of land for 

£1140. He also purchased Abbot Hall, at the same time, and he and his family lived there 

until his premature death in 1879. 

From the 1858 sales brochure Lot 2 was Kents Bank House and surrounding land.  

Unfortunately the description of the building is scant.  

Lot 2  

‘With the outhouses, yard, gardens, and a Close of Land adjoining, or near thereto, 

containing altogether by admeasurement  5a 1r 0p or thereabouts, be the same more or less, 

late in the occupation of Mr Robert Wilcock, deceased. 

The Hotel is beautifully situate on the margin of Morecambe Bay, at a short distance from 

Grange, and it is in every way adapted either for carrying on an extensive business or for 

conversion into a first class Boarding School. The house is large and commodious, and the 

apartments spacious, thus offering every advantage to parties desiring a sea-side residence 

during the summer months. The sea-bathing at Kents Bank is superior to that in any other 

part of the Bay.’ 

This plan is undated but is clearer  and replicates t 

the sales plan in the particulars. 
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Kents Bank Station was closed down after publication of the April 1858 timetable, just before 

the auction of Miss Lambert’s estate. The Ulverstone & Lancaster Railway Board decided it 

would be reopened from Nov 1858 if the hotel opposite was let and there was some chance of 

business.  

 

Mr Dewar advertised at the beginning of the 1859 season that his Hotel was available for 

tourists to the Lake District and in May 1859 Kents Bank Station appeared in the timetable 

again. 

 

Kendal Mercury April 30 1859 
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However, the hotel business failed and in February 1860 J S Young advertised the tenancy 

for immediate occupation and in March 1860 it was announced that the contents of the Inn 

were to be sold on the instruction of Mr Dewar at the end of April.  

This advert gives some idea of the rooms in the hotel. There were dining and coffee rooms, 

lodging rooms, drawing room, private sitting lodging rooms, private sitting rooms, kitchen, 

bar and parlours. 

 

In the 1861 census Kents Bank House was being occupied as a private residence by Ann and 

Jane Laponotiere. Adjoining there were two unnamed, unoccupied houses which I think were 

what is the cottage now named Laurel House and Petteril Cottage, now named The Mews. 



 

 20 

Kents Bank House became a school a few years later with the first advert appearing in 

Manchester Times 03 August 1867 and others in Soulby's Ulverston Advertiser and General 

Intelligencer from 22 August 1867 

 

The 1871 census described Kents Bank House as a Ladies Seminary - 18 pupils registered on 

census night, with pupils are aged between 4 and 17 and Elizabeth Metcalfe described as the 

head. Adverts for the school started being placed in newspapers in 1868. Jonathan Wilding 

aged 50 a timber dealer, Sarah his wife and Agnes Wright a general servant lived at one half 

of Seafield Cottage and the other half was occupied by Henry L Hunt, aged 52, a retired sea 

captain and his wife Mary. 

Soulby's Ulverston Advertiser and General Intelligencer 21 March 1872 

 
 

Seafield Cottage is now Laurel House as confirmed by an advert (see below) that appeared in 

the Lancaster Gazette dated 18 May 1887. 

In 1876 the Liverpool Mercury and Leeds Mercury were advertising Mr Matthew’s Furness 

Collegiate School which had extensive grounds. Subsequent advertisements confirm that this 

is Kents Bank House (Northern Echo 28 Jan 1879). 

  

The 1881 census recorded Thomas Goodwin as the occupier of Kents Bank House which was 

still operating as a school. Thomas Goodwin was an Irishman born in 1821 whose occupation 

was described as clergyman, without care and school work, presumably meaning he did not 

have a parish and was a teacher. There were 8 pupils boarding on census night. Rev. Dr. 

Goodwin was charging 15 guineas a term and the school was 'especially recommended by the 

medical faculty for delicate children'. Recorded in the adjoining cottage were Frances Askew, 

widow, aged 60, born in Nottingham, no occupation and her son Thomas Edward Askew 

aged 29, born in Lancaster, also no occupation. Frances’s husband had farmed 370 acres at 
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Whittington, Lunesdale, Lancaster before his death in May 1871. Son Thomas moved to 

Liverpool and married in 1889. Frances, by 1891, was living with her married daughter 

Annie at Dixies, Haverbrack, Lancaster.  

 
In June 1887 Kent’s Bank House and adjoining cottages were offered for sale. The sale 

comprised property that James Simpson Young had owned and used as security for a 

mortgage he had raised to develop Kent's Bank and other areas. His estate had defaulted on 

the mortgage and the creditors were selling the security to get their money back. The 1880s 

was a period of recession and the sale of J S Simpson’s extensive estate by the family had 

been difficult and protracted.   

 

Lancaster Gazette dated 18 May 1887 

 
 

 

The plan below is dated 1888 and was used to define rights of way for Hill Rise. Lot 6 is 

marked as a separate property and this relates to the sale of the cottage named Seafield 

Cottage above. Lot 5 is Kent’s Bank House and Lot 7 was Petteril Cottage. On the 15th of 

September 1887 Mr Sims, Mr Severn and Rev Prothero, the trustees of the land and the 
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people who owned the mortgage, sold part subsequently known as Hill Rise, for £250, to 

William Seay, a joiner and builder who had been employed by James S Young, and had lived 

in Kents Bank since the early 1860s. It was described in the deeds as coachhouse, stables, 

buildings and land which had been part of Kents Bank House.  He subsequently reached 

agreement with the trustees to realign the agreed access to the back of Kents Bank Villas and 

the 2 other houses in the terrace that his purchase was attached to. 

 

 

 

Lots 5 and 6 was sold to Eli Milnes, an architect. He traded in Bradford as Milnes and 

France, architects and surveyors. They had become one of the largest practices in Bradford 

after creating the partnership in 1863. Their sons, Arthur Anderson France and Charles E 

Milnes, were taken into the partnership in 1888. 
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Lot 7, Petteril Cottage, was sold to Miss Jane Rothwell who had been recorded as living there 

since the 1871 census. Her sister Isabella was living there in 1861 and the sisters lived there 

together until Isabella died in 1882. Jane remained there until her death 1913.  

The 1891 census showed the Milnes family in residence at Kent’s Bank House. The family 

comprised Eli Milnes who was an architect, aged 60, born in Bradford in 1831, his wife 

Helen aged 40 and three daughters Lillian aged 19, Lucy aged 11 and Irene aged 6. His first 

wife Rebecca had died in 1877 and he had married Helen in London in 1878. 

In Kent’s Bank House Coachman’s Cottage was Lawrence Lambert aged 25, the coachman 

and groom, his wife Mary aged 23 and son John aged 2.  

 

Possibly the Milnes Family were living permanently at Kents Bank House by 1889 as 

evidenced by Eli being a candidate in the election for a seat on the Local Board. There were 3 

vacancies and 4 names were put forward but Eli received the lowest vote. Possibly they used 

it as a second home as in Dec 1899 Eli died in Harrogate aged 70 and shortly after in May 

1900 his wife Helen died. On 10 May 1902 an advert appeared in the Manchester Courier and 

Lancashire General Advertiser for the sale of the house and the coachman’s house. This 

describes the coachman’s house as containing sitting room, kitchen and 2 bedrooms. 
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The 1901 census record three sisters Annie, Sarah and Mary Brindle resident at Kent’s Bank 

House which was being used as a school again with 12 female boarders aged between 15 and 

18. Their niece, Annie Brindle, aged 19 was employed as a pupil teacher. George Fell, aged 

30, a horseman on farm, and his wife Mary, also aged 30, with their 3 months old son George 

and 2 years old daughter Ivy were in the adjoining house (now Laurel House) which is only 

named as Kirkhead Road immediately after the entry for Kent’s Bank House. 

The sale advert above does not mention a tenancy but the school run by the Brindley’s was 

still operating from the building in 1908. In fact the 1910 Land Tax show that Kents Bank 

House and Sandford were still owned by the Executors of E Milnes.  

1n 1905 Mrs J Waring of Oldham, supported by the Rochdale Christian Endeavour Union 

and the Lancashire and Cheshire Federation opened the Christian Endeavour Holiday Home. 

It provided inexpensive holidays for young people and was run by reliable Christian 
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management so that spiritual blessing could be provided. It appears to have been the first of 

several centres. It is likely that the Brindle Sisters sublet Kents Bank House to this 

organisation during the summer holidays. On 13 September 1910 The Bolton Evening News 

had reported that the Lancashire and Cheshire  CE organisation had decided to buy Kents 

Bank House if they could raise £1500 and they were going to offer £1 shares. On 11 Oct in 

the same paper it was reported that 1310 shares had been allocated to 115 applicants. The 

facility was opened in June 1911. 

 

 

In 1911 census Kents Bank House was unoccupied but the Christian Endeavour Holiday 

Home opened there permamently in June 1911. 

John Hutton, aged 53, described as farm labourer and Agnes, his wife aged 55, described as a 

lodging house keeper and their boarder William Snell, aged 60, lived at the property named 

Sand Ford or Sandford (now Laurel House). They had been married for 30 years but had no 

children. The accommodation was described as 2 sitting rooms, 3 bedrooms and a kitchen.  

At an unknown date after this, additional space was created by adding dormer windows to the 

second floor, converting the attic to bedrooms. This extract from an undated postcard shows 

the property without dormer windows.  

 

The history of Laurel House is intertwinned with Kent’s Bank House. From census records it 

is possible to identify entries for a property which is Laurel House now. Without being able 

to study legal documents relating to sales or lettings of Kent’s Bank House I cannot unravel 

the 20th century history further. 
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Kent’s Bank House is now Grade 2 listed. It remained holiday accomodation occupied by the 

Christian Endeavour Organisation until 1997 when the holiday home closed and the building 

was converted into dwellings.  

Occupiers from census and other sources 

1809-1829 William Ashburner, John Georgson, John Ritson 

1841 James Kellet, publican 

1851 2 unoccupied buildings were noted adjacent to Kents Bank House (Robert Wilcock, 

hotel keeper occupied Kents Bank Hotel) 

1861 The building adjacent to Kents Bank House was described as a building rather than an 

uninhabited house (at Kents Bank House were Ann and her sister Jane Laponotiere, 

proprietors of houses) 

1871 Seafield Cottage was occupied as 2 residences.  

        Jonathan Wilding, a timber dealer,  

        Henry L Hunt, a retired sea captain. 

1881 Francis Askew, no occupation  

1891 Lawrence Lambert, coachman 

1901 George Fell, horseman on farm 

1910 directory Mary Ann Dunkley 

1911 John Hutton, farm labourer  

1939 Register no separate entry – was it occupied as part of Kent’s Bank House? 

  

Pat Rowland 

Nov 2021 
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