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It was part of Kents Bank House, possibly outbuildings, until about 1860 when James 

Simpson Young let a double fronted cottage to Isabel Rothwell. Isabel Baty Anne Rothwell 

was born in Carlisle in 1823, eldest daughter of James and Jane. They lived at The Mains, 

Carlisle. James was a cotton spinner in partnership and trading as Rothwell and Parker cotton 

manufactury. The business had a very large mill at The Mains on London Road, Carlisle 

which was totally destroyed by fire in Dec 1856. The fire broke out at 11am and workers had 

to escape from the buildings which were 3 and 4 storeys high either by jumping or by ladders. 

It had been offered for sale in 1855 and 1856 and was described as having 11000 spindles on 

a 3-acre site adjoing the Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Carlisle Railway Station. James (born 

1786) had died in 1853 and his wife Jane had died in 1852 and the cotton spinners 

partnership between Isabel B A Rothwell and A Parker was dissolved in Dec 1857, 12 

months after the fire.  

 

Mews Cottage 

Monks Nook 



The 1871 census record her sister Jane (born 1830) living with her and when Isabella died in 

Dec 1882 (buried at Cartmel Priory) Jane continued to live at the cottage until her death on 

18th April 1913. In the 1871 and 1881 census their Aunt, Margaret Hudson, was living with 

them and they had 1 servant. They were described as having no occupation. Margaret was the 

sister of Isabel and Jane’s mother. 

 

Jane purchased the house in 1887. In June 1887 Kent’s Bank House and adjoining cottages 

were offered for sale. The sale comprised property that James Simpson Young had owned 

and used as security for a mortgage he had raised to develop Kent's Bank and other areas. His 

estate had defaulted on the mortgage and the creditors were selling the security to get their 

money back. The 1880s was a period of recession and the sale of J S Simpson’s extensive 

estate by the family had been difficult and protracted.   

Lancaster Gazette dated 18 May 1887 

 
(Sales Particulars at Cumbria Archives, Barrow BDHJ/253/9) 

 



The plan below is dated 1888 and was used to define rights of way for Hill Rise.  

Lot 5 Kent’s Bank House  

Lot 6 Seafield Cottage (now Laurel Bank) 

Lot 7 Petteril Cottage (now Monks Nook and Mews Cottage) 

The building to the north of Petteril Cottage was what became known as Hill Rise. 

On the 15th of September 1887 Mr Sims, Mr Severn and Rev Prothero, the trustees of the 

land and the people who owned the mortgage, sold part subsequently known as Hill Rise, for 

£250, to William Seay, a joiner and builder who had been employed by James S Young, and 

had lived in Kents Bank since the early 1860s. It was described in the deeds as coachhouse, 

stables, buildings and land which had been part of Kents Bank House.  He subsequently 

reached agreement with the trustees to realign the agreed access to the back of Kents Bank 

Villas and the 2 other houses in the terrace that his purchase was attached to. 

 
 



The 1891 census records Jane, her aunt, a servant and a sick nurse. Margaret Hudson died on 

the 7 May 1891 aged 90 and was buried at Allithwaite on 12 May 1891. She had married Rev 

Samuel Hudson in May 1833 who was vicar of Castle Carrock, Cumberland and also a minor 

cannon at Carlisle Cathedral but he had died in May 1834 aged 32, having been ill for a long 

time. On her death in 1890 Margaret left a substantial estate, all of it to her niece Jane.  

 

1901 census record Jane and her brother, William, described as a fire and life insurance 

agent, and 1 servant at the cottage. William T Rothwell, the fourth son of James Rothwell 

formerly of The Mains, Carlilse was buried at Allithwaite Churchyard in February 1909. For 

about 30 years he had been employed in a high position by Ravenhill and Co, Blackwall, 

London, marine engineers. After that he went to Nevada employed on mining operations. For 

the last 10 years of his lefe he had lived with his sister Jane at Petteril Cottage. He was vice 

president of Allithwaite Working men’s Club and took a deep and generous interest in the 

Institution. He was responsible for erecting the coronation flag staff in the Church grounds. 

 

In the 1911 census Jane with 1 servant were recorded and the house comprised 9 rooms. 

 

During her time living at the property she advertised a comfortable, furnished house to let for 

one or more months eg Bradford Observer 19 June 1873; Liverpool Mercury 6 May 1875; In 

the Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser dated 28 July 1893 it was 

described as furnished house for one 

month to let with 2 sitting rooms and five 

bedrooms. The area was a popular holiday 

area and also attracted long stay tenants 

who were in poor health as the air was so 

pure. 

Jane continued to live at Petteril Cottage 

until her death on 18th April 1913. In May 

1913 the contents of the house were sold at 

the property following Jane’s death. 

 

Lancashire Evening Post 24 May 1913 

 

 

 



 

Documents available at Cumbria Archives (Barrow)  

 

1. a grocery account for Jane at the shop run by W J Mossop Dec 1910-April 1913 

(BDHJ314 2/7)  

2. Inventory and valuation of Jane’s goods 22 April 1913 (BDHJ/314/2/15) 

3. Estate papers of Jane Rothwell (BDHJ/225/5/16) 

4. Estate papers Jane Rothwell (BDHJ/314/2) 

5. Death certificate of Jane (BDHJ/314/2/14) 

6. Margaret Hudson’s will (Cumbria Archives, Barrow BDHJ 364/50) 

 

 

1939 register - George Horrox and Helen Horrox. George E Horrax was born on 28 Jan 1892 

and the 1939 register describes him as a café proprietor. Helen born on 30 April 1880 was his 

sister. They came from Middleton, Oldham, SE Lancashire. 
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