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Flookburgh Farm, a model farm 

 

Les Gilpin’s article about Flookburgh Farm was written before we discovered 

maps at Cumbria Archives (Kendal) that show Flookburgh at the beginning of 

the 19th century. This article, to be read in conjunction with Les’s article 

contains information about land ownership and uses OS maps to illustrate the 

buildings on the site during the 19th century.  

 

William Wilkinson’s land ownership at the beginning of the 19th century 

 

William died on 29 Feb 1808 and his wife died in May 1808 and in July and 

August 1808 the following advert appeared in the Lancaster Gazette. 

 

 

 
 

He had improved the farm at considerable expence. The Enclosure and other 

maps allow us to identify where the buildings are that are referred to in the 

advert. 
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Pre Enclosure 

This map is one of several held at Cumbria Archives (Kendal) that were created 

for the Enclosure Commissioners. This shows the south side of Flookburgh 

Main Street adjoining the marshland and shore before enclosure. It was drawn 

with north facing the bottowm of the map so I have reorientated it to show north 

at the top of the map 

 

Plot 155 is on the corner of Market Street and the Church Walk side of The 

Square where Flookburgh Chapel was situated and fronting the road named as 

the road to Mireside, now known as Moor Lane, was owned by Margaret 

Cowplan (Coupland). There was only a building (cottage) facing Market Street. 

Margaret Coupland, a widow of Flookburgh was buried at Cartmel on 1 Dec 

1801. 

Plot 156 adjoining 155 was owned by Joseph Swainson and also had a building 

facing Market Street (cottages). No other buildings are shown on the plots.  

 

 

 

  

 
 

WPR 89/3/2/25 described as Part of Cartmel Fell, Grange and Lindale 

undated; (photos 500 - 523 this is extract from photo 514) 

155 and 156 
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These are the buildings and rear entrance on plot 155 in June 2022. 
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Therefore, William presumably had the opportunity to purchase the plots in 

1802 or later. 

 

 

Following the Enclosure, Parish rates had to be reassessed and in 1812 Buttle 

was appointed to carry out the revaluation. He created new maps based on the 

enclosure maps and reviewed them and produced schedules of each field and 

building, noting who owned it and who occupied it and set a valuation down 

against each entry. This book has been acquired by Cumbria Archives and is 

held at Barrow in Furness. 

 

Holker Lower Parish contains the following entries for the heirs of William 

Wilkinson ownership 

 

occupier Wm Bispham 

           field number 

                      62 Holker Farm 

                    109 Far Tarn Close 

                    110 Mint Haws 

                    114 Near Tarn Close 

                    115 Great Dyke End 

                    155 Large barn and other buildings 

                    156 Barn 

                    157 Garden 

                      48, 54, 47 Allotment 

 

155 Croft, house and peat house occupier Thomas Barber 

156 Cottage, croft and garden occupied by Henry Cowperthwaite 

156 Cottage and Garden occupied by John Douglas 

156 Allotment occupied by William Birks 

156 Cottage and Garden occupied by William Barber. 

 

Therefore, a large barn and other buildings on plot 155 and a barn on plot 156 

were built by William Wilkinson before he died because the 1808 to let 

advertisement mentions a good dwelling house, large and commodious barns, 

stables, cow-houses, shades and farm-yards. 
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This extract from the undated post enclosure map shows 3 buildings on the 

Moor Lane frontage on field 155 and another building on 156. These are the 

buildings that William Wilkinson added to the farm at ‘considerable expence’. 

 

The earliest OS map surveyed in 1847/8 shows a similar layout but the 

buildings are joined together to form an enclosed farmyard with access from 

Moor Lane. Was some of it rebuilt before the OS map was surveyed or is the 

earlier map inaccurate?  
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The 1890 survey does not show any change to the layout. 

 

 

 
 

Flookburgh Farm has been described as a model farm. This is an 18th century 

term that applied to new farms built by owners of agricultural land to 

demonstrate to others their agricultural knowledge and how to improve the 

efficiency of the farm to increase income. William had purchased land on 
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Winder Moor to the south of the buildings and he set about improving the 

former common land. Was he trying to show that he too could be an agricultural 

pioneer like his brother, John, on his Castlehead Estate at Lindale?  

 

William had made his fortune, working in France, building an iron foundry for 

the French Government, towards the end of the 1770s and he continued living 

and working there until 1789, a total of 13 years when he earned almost £30,000 

(at then values). On his return to England he and his brother John became 

involved in a dispute over money that was due to William but had not been paid 

by John. It ended in litigation in 1795 and 1796. Details can be found in Frank 

Dawson’s book John Wilkinson, King of the Ironmasters (published in 2012 by 

The History Press) 

 

William and his family lived in 

Cark at Holker House, his wife’s 

former home when she had been 

married to Morecroft Kirkes. 

However, he and his wife were in 

Wrexham at Plas Grono when 

they both died within a few 

months of each other in 1808. 

William’s father, Isaac, had 

leased the house originally in 

1753. Frank Dawson states it 

remained in the family for the 

next 21 years but it appears that it 

remained in the family much 

longer than that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article, the extract describing 

Flookburgh Farm, was written by 

‘a Cartmelite’ and appeared in 

Soulby’s Ulverston Advertiser on 

28 Sept 1905. 
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The buildings were converted to dwellings in the late 20th century. 

 

Photographs of Stockdale Farm (Flookburgh Farm) in June 2022 

This is the southern façade and eastern façade showing how imposing a range of 

barns had been built.   

 
The Farmhouse fronting Moor Lane 
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The entrance on Moor Lane looking towards the Square showing the farmhouse 

 
          Another view of the entrance 
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Farmhouse entrance from Moor Lane 

 
 

The shop and bungalow have subsequently been built between the cottages 

fronting Market Street and Flookburgh Farmhouse. Their address is Church  

Walk. 

 
Pat Rowland, June 2022 


