
ORCHARDS  

Orchards were much more abundant in the 18th and 19th and even early 20th 

century than they are at present.  Many farms had their own orchard, often close 

to the house.  The word garth, meaning a small plot near the house, could have 

been the place for the orchard, so we have field names such as “Applegarth”.   

Although the number of orchards in that period show they were an important, if 

small part of the agricultural landscape, they rarely appear in historical academic 

books on agriculture and make an even rarer appearance in the inventories of the 

household.  So how do we know they existed and why were they important?  As 

inferred before there is little information about orchards especially in this area so 

we can tease out the facts from some historical records, newspaper cuttings and 

maps.  

In Buttles’s Valuation Book of 18121 there are 42 orchards in the Lower 

Allithwaite area, next to or within the farm buildings, and 20 orchards that stand 

alone, that is, not near a building.  The stand alone orchards consist of 7.34 acres 

altogether.  One of the larger orchards of these was near Wraysholme farm, 

called Tower Orchard, comprising of 1.64 acres and another was for the poor of 

Allithwaite, also at 1.62 acres. Another called Orchard Head was near Kents Bank. 

It is more difficult to know the acreage of the others as they are usually listed with 

gardens and paddocks. For example the 1731 map of Outerthwaite farm shows 

plot no. 16 as Buildings, garden and orchard.2 Templand farm had an orchard next 

to the house of 3 roods and 34 perches. Later in the century the Board of 

Agricultural Returns for the Cartmel District show that in 1899 there are 70.5 

acres of orchard included under the heads of grass and other crops. The acreage 

fluctuated over the next two decades and was 57 acres in 1916.3 

Why were orchards important, were they profitable for the farm, did they 

diversify the basic diets of the local population or were they seen to be important 

for the health of the people. Jonathan Binns in his book “Notes on the Agriculture 

of Lancashire” wrote Every farmer ought to have a good orchard which is the most 

profitable part of the farm. It yields a snug retreat in early spring his calves and 



lambs; it also produces a much earlier and heavier crop of grass than any other 

part of the farm of the same extent. In addition to these he has fruit for the use 

and employment of himself and family, with a surplus for sale. I knew a farmer 

who received for fruit alone in one season upwards of £200 after supplying his 

family, from three acres of orchard ground.4 It can be seen from this that the 

orchard area was also used for grass and a safe area for raising young farm 

animals.   In the village of Flookburgh, on the old maps, long narrow gardens can 

be seen laid out behind each cottage. These were market gardens growing 

vegetables but also fruit trees and fruit bushes.  The surplus produce from these 

gardens was sold in the local markets and were an addition to the village fishing 

economy.  It was seen that the poor supplemented their income too.  The 

residents of the poor house in Allithwaite  in 1803 – received from apples sold out 

poor house….10s 6d.5  

Although we find many orchards planted near to or next to the farmhouses or 
cottages for various reasons, some already mentioned, other orchards were 
planted to stand alone. The weather in this part of the country, that is the north-
west, obviously played a part in the location where the orchard was planted.  In 
letters sent to the Preston Chronicle and Lancashire Advertiser dated December 
1841 a conversation about the difficulty in planting orchards near to the sea was 
held.  …that orchards, containing a variety of trees in a healthy and fruitful state 
have been raised up near the coast…being duly guarded on the windward sides by 
an artificial shelter.6  He added that the shelter consisted of a high mound of 
earth or walls.  But even a high wall did not give enough shelter required in some 
cases as seen below.   
 
A friend of mine has an orchard about three quarters of a mile from the sea. It is 

surrounded by a wall seven feet high…In this orchard there are apple and pear 

trees, and very seldom indeed is there a fair yield, and the owner can obtain no 

fruit of a higher yield…7 The need for a shelter for the fruit trees is echoed in the 

notice board at Sizergh Castle which states:  Follow the track as it comes to an old 

farmhouse (Holeslack) and a farmyard. Cross through the farmyard, which is 

flanked by a traditional orchard,... Historically, all of the farms had an orchard 

close to the farmhouse. Apples weren't the only fruit to grow here, usually these 

orchards were planted with Damsons on the north and west boundaries, to help 



protect the less hardy fruit trees from the worst of the weather. In 1804 William 

Field wrote Planted new orchard8 but we do not know where this orchard was 

situated.  

Which fruit was most commonly grown in the local orchards.  Apples and pears 

were the most common of fruit trees grown and we can often see this in the sales 

descriptions for farms and estates. In September 1815 in the Lancaster Gazette an 

estate was offered for auction in Grange …with Garden and Orchard, containing 

65 Apple and Pear Trees, of the choicest fruits…9  Damsons trees were also 

popular in this area from Flookburgh up to Speel Bank, where greengage trees 

were also grown.   Alongside damsons, plum trees were also grown and 

sometimes cherry.   

There were also small fruit bushes, grown in both gardens and orchards.  In an 

obviously warm December the Westmorland Gazette in 1823 stated that There is 

growing in the garden belonging to John Knowles (auctioneer), a gooseberry 

tree in full bearing, the produce of which he intends to pluck on Christmas Day. 10  

Although we cannot say that the small fruit bushes were grown in orchards, it is 

worth noting that The Board of Agriculture in London for the agricultural returns 

for Cartmel in 1898 showed there were 7.75 acres of small fruit and in 1901 that 

had grown to 8.25 acres.11 Prior to the coming of the railways to the area, people  

had to depend on their own locally grown produce, but the coming of the railways 

greatly changed the availability of other fruit especially those grown in the 

orchards of the south of England.  This was pointed out in the letters in the 

Preston Chronicle and Lancaster Advertiser of December 1841 …as so much fruit 

is now annually brought to this and other neighbourhoods from the favoured 

south by the wonder-working power of steam locomotion.12  Beehives were often 

a feature in the orchard for the pollinating of the fruit trees. Peter Le Mare in his 

history of Greenfield House in Allithwaite.  A feature of the orchard is the north 

wall. It is topped by water worn stones from a limestone pavement and at the 

west end has four bee boles, which sheltered bee skeps before wooden hives were 

introduced about 1860.13 



As pointed out earlier fruit diversified the diet and would have been a healthy 

addition.  Most fruit was harvested in the autumn and the fruit would have been 

preserved for the winter months. Jams and jellies were made, some fruit could be 

dried and sugar could be used if available.  The Kendal Mercury advises in October 

1835, Apples are best preserved in a dry airy room, laid in wheat straw, turned 

often, and any defective are immediately removed.14 In addition to the fruit in the 

orchard there were plenty of berries in the hedgerows in this rural area and elder, 

crabtree, blackthorn, sloe, rose hip and blackberry bushes and trees would have 

been foraged for their fruit. 

In conclusion it can be said that orchards were an important addition to 

agriculture in the local area but as they were not economically important to the 

landowners they are fairly invisible in the local histories. They were important to 

the local population, accessible near many farmsteads and cottages, but as both 

transport expanded and refrigeration was introduced, orchards fell out of favour 

as ancient trees died and new trees did not replace them.  The orchards were 

replaced by buildings (three orchards have disappeared in Allithwaite since the 

1960s) and the Guardian states that There have been dramatic losses in the north 

of England, where declines of about 80% have been found.15  This is compared to 

1900.  But there is some hope that new orchards are now being planted, the 

National Trust has committed to plant 4m blossom trees in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland by 2030.16  A community led group has planted a new orchard 

on parish land in Allithwaite with the addition of beehives.  The importance of 

orchards is being acknowledged once again. 

 

Barbara Copeland  Nov 2022 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
1 Barrow Archive Centre BDX 734, “A Survey and Valuation of Cartmel by Thomas Buttle of Kirkby Lonsdale, land 
surveyor and commissioner, copied by Captain Swainson” 
2 Ref DCCA , Lancashire Archives 
3 Cartmel and Lower Holker Almanac 1894 to 1918 
4 “Notes on the Agriculture of Lancashire” by Jonathan Binns published in 1851.(p30-32) 
5 Kendal Record Office WPR89/01 1788 – 1832  Accounts book of the Overseers of the Poor 1761 - 1832 

6 Preston Chronicle and Lancashire Advertiser dated 24 December 1841 
7 Preston Chronicle and Lancashire Advertiser dated 31 December 1841 
8 William Field Logbook, cplhs.wordpress.com 
9 Lancaster Gazette 16 September 1815 
10 Westmorland Gazette 13 December 1823 
11 Cartmel and Lower Holker Almanac 1894 to 1918 
12 Preston Chronicle and Lancashire Advertiser 31 December 1841 
13 A History of Greenfield House and parts of Lower Allithwaite by Peter H Le Mare, cplhs.wordpress.com 
14 Kendal Mercury  10 October 1835 
15 Steven Morris, The Guardian 24 March 2022 
16 ibid 


